
Nan and Simon Mein 

 

Nan and Simon Mein arrived at St. Andrew's School in the fall of 1971, just  months after being married. Simon was here as 

a one y ear sabbatical replacement and remained for 21 plus years. Simon, born in Eastwood, Nottinghampshire, England, 

served in the British Roy al Navy and later studied at Kelham Theological College and was or dained in 1952. From 1954 - 

1970 Simon was a member of the Society of Sacred Mission and was Dean of Kelham Theological College for 12 y ears.  

Nan attended University of Illinois, Glasgow University and Cornell University where she was head resident of the  dorm 

and assistant Episcopal chaplain. Nan hitchhiked through Scandinavia, worked at a mission in Liberia and that is where 

she joined a religious community, the Order of St. Helena. Nan and Simon met in England while she was doing research 

and liv ing in a guest house at Kelham College. She a nun and Simon a monk, gave up their vows and married. Simon and 

Nan had one son, Andrew born in 1973.  

While at St. Andrew's Simon served as a chaplain, taught religious studies, chaired the Religious Studies departme nt, and 

transformed the chapel program as well as the curriculum. He served as housemaster, (now known as Residential Life) for 

11  y ears, corridor master, sometimes play director and taught students woodworking in the basement of Amos Hall along 

with his wife. Simon portrayed the Vicar of Welton in the movie, Dead Poets Society, that was filmed here on campus in 

the late 1980s.  

Nan, the first female faculty  member of St. Andrew's was truly  a pioneer. In her career at SAS, Nan initially  taught English 

quickly  moving over to History and Religion. Nan chaired the History department and introduced new courses; Western 

Civ ilization and History and Culture of East Asia. She, along with Bob Stegeman, started the first history club on campus. 

She was an instrumental member of the Girls Planning Committee when the school was trying to introduce coeducation. A 

force to be reckoned with, over the y ears Nan has served as a mentor and counselor to many students and faculty alike.  

Simon retired from St. Andrew's in 1992. After retiring, Simon made many guest appearances on the history/religion 

corridor of SAS. He served on the staff' of churches in Bethany  Beach and Rehoboth and a leader of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Delaware. Simon passed away in 2012 at the age of 85 after an unfortunate car accident.  

Nan retired from SAS in 2003 but never a stranger to campus. Nan continues to live close by having a home in Odessa, DE 

as well as Lewes. Those who know Nan know that she is a master knitter and a fierce Scrabble competitor. 

M Dorm (located across the gully) was dedicated to Simon and Nan during reunion weekend in 2008. It is now know as 

Mein dorm and houses V and VI form girls.  

 


