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  Coming to St. Andrew’s from Germany, I was unsure about my feelings and expec-
tations. On one side, I was proud of myself for getting the honor of a full scholar-
ship at one of the best American private schools. On the other side, I was not sure if I 
would be able to succeed in this competitive environment. After watching the school’s 
admission video, all my self-confidence disappeared. I saw boys and girls discussing 
literature in a way I had never experienced before and working on math problems I 
had no idea how to solve. The first time I came to St. Andrew’s for soccer pre-season 
in August, I was expected to face 300 outstanding students that would be smarter in 
academics and better in sports than I could ever become. Before I stepped on the soc-
cer field for the first time, I was convinced I would be the worst player trying out, be-
ginning to picture how the other soccer players on the team would look down on me.
  However, my first impressions of the school were totally wrong. Mr. Kahan and the 
other players were the opposite of being arrogant and exclusive. They welcomed me 
and made me feel like part of the team from the first day. After two weeks, I felt like I 
was already a part of the team and was proud of my athletic performances. I thought I 
had reached the peak of my athletic ability and that from then on, it would be wiser to 
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  Is there a problem with St. Andrew’s athletics? Have St. Andrew’s sports teams lost a level of competition 
inherent in teams past? Are the student athletes today the same breed of athletes like Earl Walker, Heidi Pierce, 
and Elijah Weeks of yesterday? 
  Some believe that St. Andrew’s athletics are in the midst of a downward spiral into mediocrity. Many seniors 
compare the quality of athletics their freshmen year to the state of athletics now and cannot help but notice a 
change.
  In the 2003-2004 school year, one might notice that St. Andrew’s boasted a state tournament men’s soccer 
team, an undefeated football team, a state tournament field hockey team, state tournament champion men’s and 
women’s lacrosse teams, a women’s eight that won Stoatsbury and placed second at Henley and a men’s eight 
that won Jersey’s, a state tournament men’s basketball team, a state tournament baseball team, a state tourna-
ment champion men’s tennis team and a women’s tennis team who took second in the state tournament. 
  This is an impressive list. What is different? What changed? Or has anything changed at all? 
  In investigating the progression (or regression) of St. Andrew’s athletics, I think it important to first note that 
it is unfair and inaccurate to make one general claim on the legitimacy of all St. Andrew’s sports teams. Dif-
ferent teams and seasons deliver different levels of competition. Nonetheless, this competition appears to have 
changed.
  Many are convinced that the ideal St. Andrew’s applicant has altered over the years. With the building of the 
Arts Center, some hypothesize that artistic talent has become more appealing in III, IV, and V form candidates 
than athletic ability.
  Senior Penn Daniel said, “The appeal of St. Andrew’s arts is greater than St. Andrew’s athletics.”
  Senior Matt Russell elaborated, “The building of the arts center irrefutably changed the face of St. Andrew’s 
athletics. The school now attracts different types of kids than it used to.” However, the definition of the ideal 
St. Andrean has not changed, according to the admissions office.
  When asked about the ultimate St. Andrew’s applicant, Mr. Caldwell commented, “First and foremost, in 
admissions, we are looking for the student, not the athlete. A candidate must be a good citizen and student. We 
do not recruit because, one, it is illegal, and two, that is not what St. Andrew’s is about.”
  It is also important to differentiate the winter season from the fall and spring seasons. The abundance of non-
sports options, the notoriously draining nature of the winter term, and even the weather affect the mentality of 
the school when it comes to athletics. 
  The surprisingly low number of seniors participating in winter sports does not help either. There are only ten 
senior boys playing varsity sports this winter and thirteen senior girls. 
  It is easy to grow pessimistic when looking at the records of the inexperienced and growing wrestling, basket-
ball, and men’s squash teams, but one must remember that the state of teams at any school will ebb and flow 
with the years. 
  Growing years in sports are a reality that must be accepted and an adversity that must be defeated. It is impor-
tant to remain optimistic through these seasons.
  Despite the prevailing winter athletic experience, have St. Andrew’s sports undergone any significant change?  
I would argue that, largely, they have not.
  While many teams have experienced less logistical success than in the past, many others have indeed seen 
more. The 2006 men’s and women’s cross country teams are the best they have been in years, as was the vol-
leyball team, as is the swim team, the women’s squash team, and as will be the tennis teams. 
  The fact of the matter is this. St. Andrew’s is a small school that does not actively recruit and a school that is, 
in the majority of cases, simultaneously capable of producing competitive, threatening teams. We have not lost 
our edge.
  Finally, it is important to remember that the success of a school’s athletic program should not be wholly 
judged by its logistical success. Winning is not of absolute and singular importance. Though the idea is cliché, 
it is true. 
  Al Wood said, “Is winning all of those games at the expense of recruiting really worth it? The experience of 
being on a team and supporting each other is what its all about. The experience still lasts and, in the end, you 
still get out of it what you need to. It’s about the effort.”
    

Ethos ≠ Record ; are St. Andrew’s teams still legitimate 
contenders? 
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  Who knew that we could learn so 
much about ourselves from zebra 
fish? Recently, researchers at Duke 
University transplanted a set of 
human genes into a zebra fish in 
order to discover which genes are 
responsible for head size at birth. 
Why are we so interested in the 
human head size? A human baby’s 
head size is actually a feature that 
is greatly connected with autism 
and schizophrenia. A region on 
the human chromosome 16 is a 
genetic contributor to autism and 
schizophrenia and also is related to 
a newborn’s head size. Scientists 
observed, by transplanting this re-
gion of the chromosome into zebra 
fish chromosome, that overexpress-
ing this gene led to a smaller head, 
but shutting the gene down led to 
a larger head. By discovering the 
gene(s) that contributes to both 
head size, autism, and schizophre-
nia, researchers can examine the 
protein it produces and learn the 
functions of the proteins in ani-
mals and humans in order to grasp 
control and information on autism 
and schizophrenia. This will truly 
allow for improvement in diagno-
sis and understanding autism and 
schizophrenia. However, we must 
always keep in mind that as much 
as we want this to be absolute and 
conclusive information, discoveries 
are always bound to be changed, 
disproved, or supported. 

Michelle Kim ’15

Editor— Eliza Bell ’13

  I’d like to begin this article by 
thanking the St. Andrew’s student 
body and faculty community for 
listening to myself and all others 
who have been involved in promot-
ing environmental sustainability 
over these last few years. When 
you’re passionate about an issue, 
it means a lot to have an audience 
full of listening people to which 
you can stand up and promote it, 
and this is among the many ben-
efits of the small, tight-knit com-
munity we have at St. Andrew’s. 
I’m glad that so many students 
here follow the mission of the 
school and call on our community 
to affect progress on a variety of 
social issues. 
  I would also like to express how 
grateful I am for the opportunities 

I’ve had here to grow as an envi-
ronmental thinker and advocate, 
whether it be as an Environmental 
Steward or a student of Ethics or 
Environmental Science. I’d like to 
thank the students and faculty for 
these opportunities.
  I’m writing this article to urge 
this community to be better stew-
ards of the earth. There has been 
meaningful progress while I’ve 
been on campus over the last four 
years. For instance, the Board of 
Trustees has fully supported an on-
campus solar energy project that 
Mr. Schuller and others continue to 
work on, and Sage Dining Services 
continues to expand our consump-
tion of local food. However, I think 
we’re missing some key opportu-
nities, and our effort as students 
needs improvement especially. My 
concern is that, as is reflective of 
our society as a whole, concern for 
the environment isn’t embedded 
in our consciences to the degree it 
should be. This spring my senior 
tutorial group read Aldo Leopold’s 
The Land Ethic, which was written 
more than half a century ago but is 
still relevant today. Leopold main-
tains that “the first ethics dealt with 
the relation between individuals” 
followed by ethics that sought to 
“integrate the individual to society” 
or “social organization to the indi-
vidual” but that “there is as yet no 
ethic dealing with man’s relation to 
land and to the animals and plants 
which grow upon it”. Leopold is 
explaining that while we consider 
ourselves bound ethically to treat 
each other well and to be consider-
ate members of our community, 
we are yet to consider ourselves 
ethically bound to treat our envi-
ronment well, or at least weren’t at 
the time his piece was written. The 
way I think of it is that while we 
look at ourselves in the mirror and 
think of ourselves as decent people 
for treating others well, we still 
haven’t trained ourselves to feel an 
ethical need to treat our surround-
ings with the respect they deserve. 
Once we’ve achieved that ethical 
mindset and followed it with ac-
tion, I think we can look ourselves 
in the mirror as good people. I’m 
far from that point, as I think most 
of us are. As I graduate, my hope 
is that St. Andrew’s students will 
pursue this goal. I think it gives 
tremendous power to the familiar 
physical goals such as recycling 
more and using less that we work 
towards on campus, and it’s a good 
framework for continuing these 
and similar efforts in the future. 

Martin Millspaugh ’12

The unknown 
zebra fish

focus more on the academics than 
on soccer. At the beginning of the 
season, I used to play in games, but 
as the season progressed, I sat on 
the bench for 80 minutes straight 
-every single game. I was disap-
pointed at Coach Kahan because 
he didnít give me any reasons for 
not letting me play on the field 
anymore. What I did not realize at 
that point was that at this school, in 
this competitive environment, you 
have to fight for your spot-every 
practice and every game. The fact 
that I could not keep my spot on 
the team struck me with a strong 
sense of failure. I was upset at not 
being able to thrive and persevere 
in such a competitive environment 
like SAS.
  At the same time, I also experi-
enced something else that shattered 
my self-confidence. After my first 
quarter here, my grades were much 
better than I expected them to be. 
I was satisfied with my academic 
achievements, which led me to 
make my next wrong assumption. 
After three weeks of school my 
math grades dropped below aver-
age. My first English and History 
assignments were not even graded. 
Although I worked as hard as I 
could to improve my grades - 
working harder than all my peers 
did - my grades were still disheart-
ening. I was disappointed at my-
self. Although my parents told me 
that I should give myself more time 
to adjust to the new school system, 
I felt like a total failure. I had given 
away my spot in the greatest soccer 
team I had ever seen in order to 
improve my grades, and I was still 
not thriving academically. At that 
moment, I was afraid that I might 
have been the worst ASSIST stu-
dent ever to attend St. Andrew’s.
  As I was devastated by self-
criticism, I realized that my fears 
and frustrations about failure were 
exactly why I was sent to St. An-
drew’s. These feelings taught me 

Sustainability at 
St. Andrew’s; an 
Ethic for the Fu-
ture

Continued from Page 1 from 
Marcel “Roger” Goerhe ’13

that success, over the long term, 
will earn you nothing because it 
prevents you from improving and 
keeps you on a momentary level 
while everybody else progresses. 
The losses, defeats and failures are 
what urges you to improve. They 
make you realize that if you want 
something, you have to fully dedi-
cate yourself and work for it every 
single day. In Germany, I had never 
experienced this sense of failure 
in the way that I had and am still 
experiencing here. Now I know 
that it was this feeling that helped 
me grow, which reminded me that 
in life nothing is free and that you 
have to fight for everything you 
want. 
 This March, after I was 
seated No. 6 on the varsity tennis 
team, I experienced the deepest 
feelings of disappointment that I 
have ever felt before. I expected 
myself to do way better, leaving 
me with the thoughts that even in 
my best sport, which I have played 
for over ten years, I was a total 
failure -- unable to exercise my full 
potential. I thought of quitting and 
giving up the fight. But once again 
it was the SAS community, specifi-
cally Z Roach, that made me feel 
like I was a part of something big-
ger, teaching me to profit and learn 
from my mistakes and failures. In 
the last couple weeks, my mental 
game improved extraordinarily-
-this showed me that the team’s 
success is much more important 
than my personal satisfaction with 
the tennis I play. Altogether, my 
team spirit and genuine under-
standing of leadership came from 
the combined influence of my 
teachers, coaches and teammates at 
SAS. 
 This year almost everyone I 
talked to asked me how my Ger-
man school is different from St. 
Andrew’s and I always thought 
that St. Andrew’s was simply much 
more competitive.
 After my ten months at 
SAS, I think the main difference 
lies in the school’s ultimate ob-
jective. In Germany, school only 
prepares you for the academic 
challenges that makes you able to 
persist in life. However, St. An-
drew’s mission is totally different. 
SAS prepares you for all aspects 
of life, conveying to its students 
that they are all part of something 
bigger. In the past ten months at 
SAS, I have learned so much more 
about life and myself than I have 
learned in my whole life. Although 
this year seemed to be marked by 
a new challenge every day, and 
oftentimes made me despair in 
self-disappointment, it was the 
best year of my life because St. 
Andrewís and everybody in this 
community had taught me so much 

“yolo”
-drAke-
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Stotesbury regatta
kAtie toothMAn ’12 & 
bobby MoFFitS ’12

The man, the 
myth , the legend; 
David Ashpole

pep ruckpAnich ’13 & 
Z roAch ’13

“there iS nothing More bAd 
ASS then getting Fouled, 

StAnding up, StArt running And 
Score.”

-Jory kAhAn-

  The Girls Crew team finished the season strong at Stotesbury this 
weekend! The Freshman 8 qualified for the semi-finals, and while they 
did not advance to the finals, they ended the racing season with heart and 
strength. The Miller and the NattyMo both had powerful time trial pieces, 
but missed semis by a few seconds-- regardless, great season girls! The 
V8’s most exciting race of the weekend was definitely the semi final on 
Saturday morning. Entering the semi with the 8th seed out of the time 
trial, the girls knew getting into the final would be tough, especially with 
the steep competition on the Schuylkill this year. In the middle of the 
semi race, one would look to see SAS down from Mt. St. Joe’s by 7 seats 
and down to Holy Spirit by 6 seats, but the Saints didn’t stop fighting. 
Walking through Holy Spirit in the sprint and ending a seat in front gave 
the girls a lane in the final. With such fast competition, the entire final 
was close, and the V8 ended up taking 6th by less than a second. Great 
season to all the girls who rowed-- good luck next year!
  The men’s crew team took our freshmen and top three varsity boats to 
the Stotesbury cup regatta this past weekend. The top two varsity eights 
and the freshmen had strong performances in the time trials on the first 
day, with all three boats successfully advancing to the semi-finals. The 
freshmen and second varsity got knocked out in the semi-finals, placing 
5th and 4th in their seats.  Both the aforementioned boats have showed 
great improvement over the season, beating teams that they lost to earlier.  
The varsity eights placed second in their semi-final, earning a spot in the 
championship race.  The Varsity rowers executed their race plan well 
and came home with Third Place, beating St. Alban’s School who won 
Stotesbury last year. With the success in the Stotesbury Regatta this past 
weekend and the end of the crew season, all SAS crew memebers should 
be proud of their ccollective efforts and accomplishment this spring. 

  At St. Andrew’s, athletics often 
come up in our daily conversa-
tions. We often talk about individu-
al accomplishments and about how 
someone specific is really good at 
his or her sport. Names like J Mac, 
Jake or Khary usually come up; 
however, we almost never hear the 
name of this quiet guy who de-
serves as much recognition as any 
other athlete at this school: David 
Ashpole.
  Not a lot of people know Da-
vid simply because he is shy and 
reserved. I bet a lot of you don’t 
know that he is a tri-varsity ath-
lete- the anchor of the defense of 
the soccer team, number 7 on the 
squash team and on 1st boat for 
crew. As I got to know David better 
during the squash season, I realize 
that he is a “quiet assassin”. He 
simply goes out there and com-
petes with one goal: to trample his 
opponents mercilessly. He does not 
care about the fame or any other 
b.s. that is often associated with 
sports.
  The bottom line here is that 
people don’t give David enough 
recognition, and- even though I 
know that he could not care less 
about this issue- this is unfair. He 
deserves to be remembered for his 
accomplishments, and this article 
serves as testament to his athletic 
prowess. Although David “Smash-
pole” is not as well known as some 
other good athletes, his contribu-
tions to the athletics teams at SAS 
have been vast. He will be sorely 
missed by his teammates next year. 

Top sports mo-
ments of the year

will hugheS ’13

1. Jake Myers ‘12 breaks tackle 
record – It had been 34 long years 
since Garret Hart ’78 had estab-
lished his single season tackle 
record.  During the 2011 Saints 
Football Season Jake Myers didn’t 
just break the record he annihilated 
it.  Jake ended the season with 132 
tackles and led the independent 
conference in total tackles.   With 
the leadership of the 6 seniors and 
Jake the saints were able to throttle 
Tatnall in the conference champi-
onship game to win the cannon.
2. Soccer Defeats Sussex Tech –
After a very successful Boy’s soc-
cer season that resulted in a confer-
ence championship the Saints were 
paired up against Sussex Tech in 
the state tournament.    The stands 
were packed with fierce St. An-
drew’s fans who watched in horror 
as their team went down 0 -1 going 
into the second half.  Coach Kahan 
energized the team with a incred-
ible half time speech and the saints 
responded, scoring 2 goals within 
ten minutes en route to a St. An-
drew’s victory.
3. Girls swim team defeats Wilm-
ington Friends – On a cold win-
ter afternoon the lady saints did 
something that had been seen at the 
school in 10 years.  They defeated 
the formidable Wilmington Friends 
School.  Both teams were tied go-
ing into the last event, the 400 Free 
Relay.   Our swimmers came up 
in the clutch, getting just enough 
points to win the meet and capture 
a conference championship.
4. Basketball Defeats Sanford –
On February 18th 2012 the Men’s 
basketball team toppled  the con-
sensus #1 team in the state San-
ford.  The went into the Sipprelle 
Field House with their undefeated 
record at home and the conference 
championship on the line.  Through 
gritty play and excellent teamwork 
the saints pulled out a tight win 53-
51, finishing undefeated at home 
and pretty much guaranteeing a 
conference championship and state 
tournament berth.
5. Girls Basketball Makes State 
Tournament – With a lethal combi-
nation of talent and teamwork the 
Girl’s Basketball Team fought their 
way to a state tournament berth.  
Grace, Nina, Sola, and Libby have 
been on the team for many years 
and led the team with grace and 
poise.  Without this leadership the 
success they achieved would have 
not been possible.

The girls lacrosse 
team has carried 
on the program’s 
storied tradition by 
making the state 
finals again this 
year. Their road to 
the finals included 
crushing the their 
first state tourna-

ment game against Sussex Tech, whom they hammered 18-7 at home. 
Then on Tuesday night under the lights, they flattened Archmere Acad-
emy with a score of 18-7. After losing to Archmere early in the season, 
this win was a huge moment for the team. The entire school came out 
to watch, and co-captain Grace Saliba even mentioned that the sound of 
the St. Andrew’s fans was nearly deafening on the field. The State Finals 
game is against Cape Henlopen, and it will take place on Awards night. 
The momentum from their game against Archmere should be helpful in 
this final game of the season. The St. Andrew’s community could not 
be more proud of the team, and can’t wait to watch this season-ending 
game.

Girl’s 
Lax

kArA ’12
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  Sometimes I wonder silently to myself if everything Mr. Roach says is truly powerful, inspirational, transfor-
mational, etc. actually deserves these lofty adjectives. It wasn’t until earlier this year that I realized Mr. Roach 
wasn’t always talking about the deed itself, but was often more talking about what went into the deed or the 
action. I didn’t understand what it took to see the beauty, the power, and find the inspiration in an action that 
seems fairly ordinary, to look past the mundane action and see all of the smaller ones that went into it. 
  It isn’t winning one game that is powerful or inspirational; what’s inspirational is the cooperative work put in 
everyday combined with the final push put forward while utterly exhausted, put forward because of just how 
deep the desire to succeed lies in you and every member of your team. This desire to succeed is not selfish, but 
instead is a desire for the whole team to succeed. This desire to succeed is built off of how hard the team has 
worked as a whole; it’s built of the memories made by being together, and is built, in everyone of us, by every 
member of the team.
  Today, at little old Dover High School, I learned a little something from something that might, to some, seem 
a little mundane. Mike taught me something. A cynic might look at the result and say, 7-6, 6-7, 3-0 ret., just an-
other close match at the state tournament – wonder why he quit. Today, Mike didn’t quit; he didn’t lose, at least 
not in my book. I realize that we might be out a point in the tournament. And if we lose the whole tournament 
by that one point, I honestly won’t care. Mike reminded us all today that it’s about something more. 
  Ding played until he could play no longer. He did all of those cliché things to do, all of those things Hollywood finds powerful enough to make 
movies out of: he left it all out there on the court, put the team on his back, the list is endless. If any of you doubt this, there is nothing I can really 
say to you. Do you think Mike was faking, just kind of in some sort of discomfort while his quad was clenched as hard as a rock, or acting while he 
shouted out at the top of his lungs in clear, discernable pain? Or do you think Mike’s tears were acting too, just put on for the sake of his teammates 
so that he could face us after a loss? If you actually believe this, you don’t know Mike Ding, and you haven’t been on this team this year.  Today, 
what might seem mundane to some, was an expression of something much more. Something powerful. 
  Today, Mike showed us all something. Mike was not faking today, not one bit. He was not faking with his cramping; he was pushing himself, with 
that desire for success that’s just too great to be selfish desire. He pushed himself for us all until he literally created a disconnect between his body 
and mind: he pushed himself until his body could no longer perform basic rotary functions. He broke himself down for all of us. He did what he has 
done all year for us; he pushed himself to play his best tennis when we all needed him to – and the best part is that he pushed himself for all of us. 
This type of play can only come from a place of love. 
  His tears today came from that same place of love. His tears showed just how great that pain was, but also that he was worried that he did not do 
enough for the team – that he had failed us in not getting us a point that could help propel us to a state championship. Mike, you did not fail us at all. 
You reminded us why we play sports as you broke yourself for the rest of the team and then worried that it wouldn’t be enough. Mike, you did more 
than enough, more than expected, more than Jared Morris or Austin Blake could ever do. You reminded us why we play sports. 
 You reminded us that we play sports not for titles, or for state championships, but we play sports for each other. The titles are just a way to help us 
and others realize how special a group of guys are together in a given year. Mike you reminded us that the stage has not changed, nor will it ever. Our 
opponents will never change, nor do they matter. They are merely a faceless opponent changing day to day. Every time we go out to play it is for one 
another. That’s what matters – and ultimately, if we do just that we will be state champions. 
 So Monday, I will go onto the court with a changed attitude. I won’t play tight; as I did today thinking this is the biggest stage and that this 
is what we have all worked towards for so long so I must play well. I’ll go in more relaxed and ready to go, not thinking at all – just relishing a final 
opportunity to play for my team. States is simply another opportunity, a final opportunity to show how hard we’ve all worked this year for each other. 
Mike did just that today. He did not lose, retire, or forfeit. He succeeded. If we all play with the spirit Mike showed today, we all will succeed and get 
that little extra cherry on top of the recognition of our hard work this year that is a state title. As Mike taught us today, we must play for all.

Captain’s Note to team after the first day of states
williAM MAAS ’12

Athlete of the year: Jake Myers, Nina Labovich
kArA Mcdonough ’12

Writing the Athlete of the Fortnight is always tough. I don’t like making the decision and I often wish that I could include 
more than one athlete per issue. Plus, other editors, athletes, and coaches often greatly influence the editors about who is 
deemed Athlete of the Fortnight. This issue, however, is all about the seniors, thus I am writing about the senior Athlete of 
the Year. This year’s senior class is blessed with so much athletic talent and this choice was extremely difficult. That be-
ing said, there are two standout athletes that have been tri-Varsity for their four years at St. Andrew’s. These two seniors 
are among the most athletic people I have ever met, and could not be more deserving of this honor.
  
  Simply put, Jake owns in football. Jake plays on both the offensive and defensive sides of the ball. This past season he 
set the school record for the highest number of tackles ever in one season, making history by breaking a 34- year record. 
He was player of the week at the end of September on maxpreps.com. His teammates note that he is a fantastic captain 
and team player. 
  Jake is also critical to the basketball team. He plays guard, and his coaches are constantly impressed with his sportsman-
ship on and off the court. He continually stuns his classmates with his athletic ability: “He is literally one of the most 
athletic people I have ever met. He even picked up tennis like it was no big deal, and he could do some serious damage at 
net.” 
  On the baseball field, Jake has played a game in every single position, a truly rare feat. Most often he plays pitcher and 
second base. Jake steadily makes they key hits for the team in each game, while still inspiring his teammates to play their 
best.

  Nina led her team with poise and grace throughout field hockey season, playing midfield. Her uncanny ability to pump 
up her teammates no matter the score came in handy during the ups and downs of their games. Nina’s competitive spirit 
kept her team fired up, even during losses. 
  During basketball season, Nina went H.A.M. She plays guard. She’s not new to being a starter on the team, but she con-
tinued to lead in this position. Her consistency during each game was of upmost importance to the team’s final record.
  Nina is also a stunnah on the lacrosse field. Her coach notes, “She makes saves that no other goalie could make. Nina is 
the reason our record this season is what it is. She is vital to the team.” Other coaches even compliment Nina for her hard 
work in the goal, saying that she is fun to watch because she is much more active in goal than the average goalie. 
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MArtin MillSpAugh ’12   

St. Andrew’s joins 
in Earth Week: 
Environmental Stewards put 
on Sustainability-Themed 
Week

Friday, May 25, 2012

  This past April, St. Andrew’s 
joined the host of institutions 
and individuals around the world 
celebrating Earth Week, as the 
Environmental Stewards organized 
several earth-minded initiatives 
and presentations for the student 
body and faculty. 
  The week began with a tree-
planting effort on Sunday, April 
15th, as volunteer students planted 
a variety of species in the affor-
ested area beyond the Gilheany/
Tower home. A few days later the 
Stewards conducted their monthly 
audits of boys’ and girls’ dorms, 
evaluating each individual room 
to determine which halls are ef-
fectively recycling, keeping win-
dows closed, and turning lights 
and appliances on. The girls on 
Mein Dorm and the boys on Baum 
posted the best results,winning this 
month’s Ben and Jerry’s prize from 
Mr. McLean.     
  Friday’s schedule was packed 
with the featured events of the 

week: an Earth Day Chapel fol-
lowed by locally sourced lunch, 
a petition signing, and featured 
speaker Robert Hess. Chapel 
kicked things off at noon on the 
front lawn, where Reverend DeSal-
vo presided over a beautiful music-
oriented service that was high on 
student participation.  A number 
of students contributed as read-
ers, instrumentalists and vocalists, 
including Haley Wilbanks ’13, who 
read and offered her reflections on 
Barbara Cooney’s Miss Rumphius. 
Lunch on the lawn in front of 
founders followed the service, with 
Sage Dining Services providing a 
tasty and largely locally sourced 
cookout meal. The Stewards set 
up a table where students signed 
a petition protesting Mountaintop 
Removal that was sent to West 
Virginia Senators Joe Manchin and 
John Rockefeller. 
  Friday night saw filmmakerRob-
ert Hess’s Engelhard Presentation 
on African Poverty. Cousin of 
Mary Wilson’12, Mr. Hess showed 
his documentary, entitled Sustain-
ing Life, and took questions from 
the student body. SustainingLife 
stressed that solving poverty in 
Africa is achievable with suf-
ficient international funding and 
highlighted the recent success of 
theone-village-at-a-time model 
featured in the United Nations 
Millenium DevelopmentGoals. The 
presentation brought an important 
international perspective to a week 
otherwise made up of on-campus 
sustainability initiatives, bring-
ing St.Andrew’s’ Earth Week to a 
close.
  This week the Stewards look to 
encourage environmentally re-
sponsible dorm clean-up efforts as 
seniors pack up to head out. The 
Stewards will collect electronics, 
clothes, and school supplies to 
reuse and recycle, sending clothes 
to the Middletown Goodwill and 
passing school supplies on to this 
summer’s South Africa Trip to give 
to needy children. Let’s keep it up 
during exam week as the remain-
der of the student body prepares to 
leave for the summer!
  The Environmental Stewards are 
campus’s student environmental 
leaders; they assist with recycling 
efforts and work to promote envi-
ronmental awareness in the greater 
student body. The Stewards include 
environmental leaders, or ELs, to 
serve on each dorm as well as a 
number of additional volunteers. 
Co-Presidents Lucy Iselin and 
Martin Millspaugh extend their 
appreciation to all who helped with 
environmental efforts on campus 
this year as well as a big thank you 
to Mr. McLean for his continued 
leadership of the group. 

Art’s weekend recap
  Each spring, St. Andrew’s celebrates its epiphanic culmination of arts 
achievement and creativity as the denouement of a year’s hard work. This 
year’s arts weekend features the talented performers who exemplify the 
artistic potency of SAS singers, musicians, filmmakers, back pipers, ac-
tors, and visual artists, with the addition of dancers.
  The Art Gallery Opening kicked off the Arts weekend. Accomplished 
visual art works from the Art Major student, Photography students, 
Painting and Ceramics students stunned the SAS community. The St. 
Andrew’s Orchestra delivered the first live performance of Arts Weekend 
with an Engelhard Hall concert on Friday evening. The year of hard work 
by the orchestra builds toward an exciting conclusion in May for the Arts 
Weekend performance. Kieran Conaway’13 adapted and arranged the 
music from Howl’s Moving Castle for the orchestra and played brilliantly 
as the leading concerto pianist in the orchestra Friday night concert. The 
evening concluded with an amazing orchestra concerto piece Butterfly 
Lovers by the orchestra co-presidents Courtney Chang ’12 and Katherine 
Haroldson’12. 
  Parents and students gathered in Engelhard Hall on Saturday morn-
ing for a day full of artistic and athletic excitement, featuring a hectic 
schedule. At 10:00am, Engelhard was packed with enthusiastic audience 
anticipating the annual St. Andrew’s Film Presentation featuring short 
films by Alex Bowman’13, Martin French’13, Marcel Goehre’13, Riley 
McDonough’13, Zachary Roach’13, Dia Nikoi’13 and Serena Wood-
ward’12. Experienced and dedicated film director Julio Ramierz’12 
exemplified unabashedly his masterful genius in film editing, providing 
the audience with an unparalleled visual experience. The short films pre-
sented in the St. Andrew’s Film Presentation gave the audience a glimpse 
of the gifted future directors among our fellow St. Andreans. Their sensi-
tivity and enthusiasm for the details in our lives inspired us. What distin-
guished this year’s arts weekend from that of the previous years’ was the 
incorporation of the dance program. Saints dancers amazed the audience 
with their graceful dance moves and their profound understanding in self-
expression and artistic freedom. As usual, the Saturday morning concert 
in the O’Brien Center reached its climax with the arrival of Noxontones 
-- the St. Andrew’s A Capella group composed of talented and creative 
singers. Senior Noxontoners Dorcas Antwi’12, David Ashpole’12, Mi-
chael Ding’12, Lucy Iselin’12, Robin Kim’12, Jawhar Kimbrough’12, 
Willy Meehan’12, Martin Millspaugh’12, Maggie Rogers’12 and Parker 
Williamson’12 enlivened Englehard. Their animated and contagious 
performance spread the cheerful mood across the audience and equipped 
our visitors with energy level necessary to “survive” the rest of the hectic 
day.
  Visitors spent the afternoon cheering students on at crew races, tennis 
matches, and lacrosse and baseball games. Back in Engelhard Hall at 
5:00, the St. Andrew’s Jazz Ensemble performed a vigorous program of 
compositions ranging from Basie-style swing to contemporary funk, from 
slow Blue tunes to the lively Ragtime rhythms, featuring a tremendous 
group of senior soloists and vocalists. Following the big band concert, 
the Saints Jazz Combo directed by Dr. Geiersbach played a long set of 
relaxed blues and jazzy tunes on the front lawn, creating an entertaining 
sounding environment for the guests at the cookout. 
  Saturday evening 8:00pm, Forbes Theatre offered a buffet of theatri-
cal delights, as the St. Andrew’s production of Rabbit Hole and This 
Property is Condemned entertained the audience with a mix of comedy, 
suspense, drama, and eclectic wit in two one-act plays.
  As the tradition after the Sunday chapel of the Arts Weekend, the SAS 
back pipers and Drummers escorted the visitors from Founders to the 
entrance of the  O’Brien Arts Center with their characteristic Scottish 
highland tunes that SAS students had already familiarized themselves 

with on Monday nights. The en-
ergy and excitement of the SAS 
Pipers and Drums were infectious, 
as the parents, students and faculty 
members packed Engelhard Hall 
for an incredible choral concert 
featuring St. Andrew’s many gifted 
singers at 11:00 am. The VI Form 
Student Recital in Engelhard Hall 
on Sunday afternoon served as the 
concluding event of the Arts week-
end, featuring gifted musicians 
from the beloved class of 2012. 
  Every year, the Arts weekend 
stands out as the most enriching 
and transformative weekend of 
the year, not only because of the 
ensuing Free Day anticipated by 
all performers drained off with 
little energy, but also because it 
offers the entire community an 
extraordinarily marvelous chance 
to celebrate what we, as a commu-
nity, have accomplished through an 
abundance of epiphanic moments 
that will be cherished by all.
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MD: Where in Jerusalem Have you 
been living for the past year? 

TG: We live in an apartment in 
West Jerusalem, right across a 
park from Hannah and Margaret’s 
school, the Jerusalem American 
International School. We knew 
would only be here for a year and 
were asking the girls to make many 
changes already. So we decided 
to send the girls to an American 
school rather than a local one in 
which they would have to learn 
Hebrew or Arabic. Once we de-
cided on the school we looked for a 
place nearby.

TG: Living in West Jerusalem, the 
Jewish side of town, is a choice 
with potential implications. Many 
internationals live on the border 
between East Jerusalem (the Pales-
tinian side of town) and West. We 
decided that making things smooth 
for our children was more impor-
tant than sending that signal of 
neutrality - but it was not an easy 
decision. Fortunately folks from 
both communities have understood.

MD: What have you been studying 
in Jerusalem for the past year?

TG: I earned a United States 
Department of State grant - the 
Fulbright Distinguished Award in 
Teaching. Using it, I interviewed 
high school teachers, both Israeli 
and Palestinian, Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim, liberal and conserva-
tive, about how they taught about 
religion.

MD: What has surprised you most 
about the past year?

TG: I was surprised at how few 
students learn about religions 
other than their own. Almost every 
student - Jewish, Muslim and 

Christian, in both Israel and the 
Palestinian Territories - is required 
to take what Americans would 
consider a lot of religion classes. 
But most Jews learn almost noth-
ing about Christianity and Islam, 
and most Christians and Muslims 
learn almost nothing about Juda-
ism. (Christians and Muslims learn 
more about each other because 
they are both Palestinians.)

MD: What has been the hardest 
about this year?

TG: Watching people cause each 
other such suffering has been the 
most difficult part about living in 
Israel and the Palestinian Territo-
ries. Specifically there is an Israeli 
political movement, the settlers, 
that regularly works to take rights, 
land and houses away from Pales-
tinians who are much poorer and 
have little national or international 
power. It’s depressing to watch 
decently educated, decently off 
people, some of whom were raised 
in the U.S., treat others so badly. 
On the other side it is frustrating to 
watch some Palestinians continue 
to shoot themselves in the foot 
and cause suffering by remaining 
attached to violence as a solu-
tion. Not only is shooting rockets 
randomly from Gaza into Israel not 
going to accomplish any military 
objective, it will also delay peace 
– and the Palestinians lose more 
land and rights with every pass-
ing month. There are many things 
both sides could do to make things 
better for everyone. Many folks on 
both sides are trying, but they need 
to shut down their spoilers, which 
is never easy.

MD: What has made the most last-
ing impression on you?

TG: I am so grateful to have had 
the chance to be able to return 
to sacred sites repeatedly. I’m so 
glad to have been on the Haram 
al Sharif (the big platform where 
the Dome of the Rock and al Aqsa 
Mosque are, called the Temple 
Mount by Jews) at different times 
of day and in different seasons. 
I’ve gotten to see the Western Wall 
when it was almost empty and 
when it was packed with thousands 
of people, on the cold morning 
when it snowed in Jerusalem and 
on a warm evening with an Army 
ceremony taking place. I’ve been 
in the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre on Easter Morning when it 
was hard to move and on random 
mornings in the off season when 
one could enter the tomb or touch 
the rock of Golgotha almost with-
out waiting. Whatever I might be-

lieve about each of these sites and 
many others, I find a fairly simple 
joy just in spending time in them.

MASon duFreSne ’13

An interview 
with the be-
loved Mr. 
Gilheany

Best dances 
of the year

AnonyMouS ’12  

  I can remember the winter of 
my freshmen year stumbling into 
this new place called the library to 
study for my Geometry midterm. 
Nervously I passed the librarian’s 
desk, I had never gone beyond 
the DVD collection before, and 
I didn’t know what lay beyond. 
As I continued I passed by rows 
upon rows of students hunched 
over macbooks with anxiety and 
distress. In their tense grasp I noted 
the book Hamlet, with this clue 
I suddenly realized they must be 
juniors. From that day onward I 
feared junior year as the rumors of 
the workload, lack of sleep, and 
stress perpetuated. After complet-
ing my final English exam at the 
end of sophomore year my felicity 
was instantly shattered by juniors 
laughing at me taunting, “if you’re 

that happy to be finished with Eng-
lish, you might as well not come 
back next year, oh don’t worry 
though if you’ll be fine as long as 
you don’t mind not having a life!”. 
A knot formed in my stomach and 
a dark cloud was cast over my last 
day jubilee, junior year was sure 
to be longest year of my life. Well 
I have a message for those junior 
has-beens, “Erroneous! Erroneous 
on both accounts!”
  The transition from sophomore 
year to junior year was no more 
difficult than any other year. One, 
maybe two free periods used 
wisely and the two hours of study 
hall is all you need to complete 
your homework, especially in the 
fall. People make it so much harder 
on themselves by locking them-
selves in the library and forcing 
themselves to work all day. They 
spend all day not because they 
have that much work but because 
they are inefficient. Underclassmen 
don’t be fooled, if you see juniors 
in the library they are not there for 
the books or the quiet atmosphere; 
they are there for either, Internet 
or the opportunity to socialize with 
the other juniors. If you want to 
get work done, avoid the library it 
is a procrastination death trap that 
is only an illusion of scholastic 
pursuits. If juniors replaced the 
time they spent talking about the 
work they have to do with actual 
work they wouldn’t even need a 
study hall. Junior year will only be 
as hard as you make it, convince 
yourself that you’re stressed or that 
you should be stressed than you 
will be. 
  The only real grind is May. In that 
fateful month the perfect storm of 
a history research paper and the 
junior exhibition paper come to-
gether to bind juniors to the library 
to write what adds up to eighteen 
pages on something of little inter-
est. These two weeks are a struggle 
but the whole class endures it 
together so it becomes a source of 
bonding. So if there is a certain 
someone you are trying to cozy up 
to with the spring fever in the air, 
odds are they will be in the library 
too, perfect study break. These 
papers are by no means impossible 
to write, they are simply tedious. 
If you do enough research before 
hand the history paper is a long but 
fairly straightforward process, and 
in terms of English just dust off 
those old concepts and discussions 
on identity, struggle, and character 
development and you’re golden. It 
will be a difficult two weeks with 
the rest of the student body on the 
front lawn but it is nothing to fear 
or fret over, everyone gets through 
junior year.

The myth of 
junior year

eliZA bell ’13

1. Alexandra and Paul old people 
2. Michael Alexander Prom
3. Carolyn asking Ike to Prom
4. Boys’ squash Gilman video
5. Ben Egan asking Grace to Prom
6. Wrestling video
7. Z Roach impersonating Mr. 
Roach - boys’ tennis 
8. David Ashpole and Mike Ding 
squash announcment where he 
ripped off shirts
9. FLASH rollerblading announce-
ments
10. Swim team annoucement sing-
ing

Best an-
nouncements

lucy SlAck ’14 & 
bridget duFour ’14
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  If you have been at St. Andrew’s for 4 years, you have spent over 800 days of your life on this campus. But what does that mean, re-
ally? In the end, our time here is more than just a number, our experience isn’t something you can simply quantify. Those 800 days are 
important because of the memories they carry. I have been given the daunting task of summarizing my class, the senior class. It would be 
impossible to describe our St. Andrew’s memories without leaving something out. But I’m going to do my best and try.
  We, the class of 2012, spent hours soaking up the sun on the T-Dock. We turned a dull Saturday night into a goodtime. We came to 
love and appreciate our classmates. We were pushed to do our best work in the classroom, the studio, and on the athletic fields. We 
were moved by Chapel speakers. We set a new standard for the underclassmen. We were leaders. We poured our heart out on the ath-
letic fields. We put passion into everything. We helped each other out. We took the school to new levels in the arts. We stayed up later 
than we should have. We put off writing a paper to spend extra time with our friends. We wished time would speed up. We wished time 
would slow down. But these moments- when we were working at 2 AM, when we sang out the final note, when the timer on the score-
board reached zero, when we were sitting on the Front Lawn, when we fell in love, when we looked out over Noxontown pond, when we 
played the animal game in the dining hall-these moments are the ones that we will re-live over and over again in our minds.           
  Still, there were times when it wasn’t easy. We made mistakes. We questioned ourselves. We fought with our roommates. We doubted 
the intentions of the school. Maybe we even considered giving it all up and going home. But in the end, we all stayed for a reason. The 
good always outweighed the bad. We knew that in the end, it would all be worth it. And this is how we grew to be the class of 2012. We 
worked towards a common goal. We relied on each other. We forged stronger relationships than we ever thought possible. We got along. 
We made the best of every situation. Together, we became a part of something bigger than ourselves. 
  Now, as we reach the end of the road, one thing is clear. We all love this school. We love our classmates. We love the faculty, the staff, 
the headmaster. Our love for this school could not have been clearer than with our class gift. We achieved 100% participation in dona-
tions to our class gift, a record that stands alone in school history. We, the class of 2012, are unbeatable. 

Reflection about the class of 2012
kArA Mcdonough ’12
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