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Young and Foolish:
The Crazy St. Andrew’s Days of our Alumni Faculty

cArbery cAMpbell’15

Take your best guesses. Answers on page three.

Continued on page 4

 Have you ever wondered how St. Andrew’s students passed their time on the weekends before the days 
of “techno dances” and longboarding gangs? Have you ever thought about what clothes kids used to wear and 
what music they enjoyed? I asked the current teachers who graduated from St. Andrew’s about their teenage 
days, and they responded with hilarious stories and memories ranging from embarrassingly awkward to totally 
awesome. They talked about former crushes, favorite songs, and crazy pranks. I know it seems hard to believe, 
but the faculty at one time just might have been kinda cool. 
 Mrs. Taylor (’86) reminisces about her high school dream boy: “I had a major crush on the senior who 
played Captain vonTrapp to my Maria in The Sound of Music. If he showed up on campus tomorrow, my face 
would still flush and my heart would beat a little faster.” Mr. Porter (’96) quickly revealed the identity of his 
crush, responding simply: “Taylor Horner ’96.” According to Ms. O’Conner (’89) and Mrs. Taylor, girls wore 
“baggy, second-hand, men’s coats as their ‘blazers’ ” and “huge sweaters.” Some things never change.
 Mr. Robinson (’97) remembers a game called Fox on the Run: “We would dress one guy up in all red 
and set him loose behind the Headmaster’s house. We’d wait about 5 minutes to give him a headstart and then 
spend the rest of the afternoon trying to find and catch him.” If Fox on the Run doesn’t sound fun to you, don’t 
worry! WillRob and his compatriots, including Dr. Johnson (’97), also played plenty of Risk: The Game of 
World Domination. Mr. Porter’s notorious activities included “bank heists, mostly” and possible involvement 
in “an extensive underground pizza selling ring that was the origin of present day’s Tuesday night pizza order. 
“ Ms. Zendt (’78) once “made a senior boy cry out loud, he screamed actually, during a sit down meal. I held 
a prickler at my side, from a bush by the faculty room window, and when he turned towards me to tease me, 
on the bench right next to me, well....I never really meant to pierce him....it was his fault! (Yes, worse, I had a 
crush on him.)” Ms. Hurtt (’90) was a complete outlaw, saying “I once tried to skip chapel by hiding in a bath-
room stall when the senior on duty came around.  It definitely was not worth it. The chapel was a much nicer 
place to be!”
 Mr. Wolinski (’00) states, “Sneaking through the dining hall during the academic day (formerly a se-
nior-only privilege) was a thrill, unless you got caught by a terrifying bully of a VI former like Will Robinson 
or Harvey Johnson.” Ms. O’ Connor claims she wasn’t involved in many shenanigans, claiming “every mo-
ment of my life at that time was awkward.” Instead, she created a senior knitting IP with Nan Mein. Mr. Cam-
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Some Cool Facts about the 
Power Grid

Hacked on the Facebook:
The Mystery and Thrill of Those 

Little Red Flags
Michelle KiM ’15

 When I open my Facebook to discover the 
red notification flag, I immediately feel excited. 
Maybe I received another like on my newly up-
dated profile photo. Maybe someone wrote on my 
wall! I click the mysteriously attractive red flag 
to find myself confused. I find a forgotten selfie 
posted with the description, “I am so hot.” Another 
time, I discover twenty people, friends not only 
from St. Andrew’s, but from middle school liking 
my status that writes, “OMG, I love Ed Sheeran!” 
My strangest, most bewildering experience was 
when my profile picture had been changed to a 
photo of Dr. Phil, with my face photoshopped over 
his. Many times, these moments are funny. Some-
times, I never figure out who exactly “hacked” 
into my Facebook. Other times, my wall of pri-
vacy feels completely torn. Although 100% of 
the time I am at blame for not logging out of the 
public school computers, there is still a sense of 
insecurity and abuse of privacy that I struggle to 
comprehend. The thought of a classmate, stranger, 
or even best friend having access to every mes-
sage I have ever sent and every photo I uploaded 
is unsettling. Thus, in my experiences of being 
“hacked,” my reaction consists of laughter that is 
mixed with a sense of amusement as well as alarm. 
Hackers respond to my confrontations with, “That 
was your punishment for not logging out of your 
account!” However writing a perverse status that 
my former teachers and parent friends can all see 
is a cruel punishment. Nonetheless, being hacked 
is an unconventional thrill. Although the older gen-
eration would strike me for characterizing Face-
book drama as the “new fun,” there is truly a sense 
of mystery and interest in discovering what lies 
beneath the red notification flag. Perhaps, we all 
secretly enjoy the feeling of being hacked, under 
our outside reaction of “what the heck!” Perhaps, 
hackers do us the favor of posting that selfie we 
would never have had the courage to post. 

Continued on page 6

 Our power grid is a pretty fantastic thing. It could 
certainly be better, like a lot of our nation’s infrastructure, 
but it’s still an amazing piece of technology. As we use more 
and more energy, and as we become more and more con-
cerned about the environment, I think it’s important for us as 
consumers to understand how this grid works.
 This system is surprisingly inefficient: only about 30-
40% of the chemical energy in coal, natural gas, or uranium 
is turned into electricity. Some energy is lost as heat as it 
travels along the wires, and most household appliances only 
turn a fraction of the consumed electricity into useful work. 
That means that only about 15-20% of the energy in the 
original coal actually does useful work in our homes. That 
seems grossly inefficient, but that’s the reality of reality. That 
is why purchasing energy-efficient appliances is one of the 
best ways to reduce energy consumption and carbon emis-
sions.
 Most fundamentally and counter-intuitively, the elec-
trical distribution grid operates on a use-it-or-lose-it basis. 
It’s not like water usage, where one gallon saved now is one 
gallon you can use later. Every bit of electricity not con-
sumed the moment it is generated is lost as waste heat along 
the power lines, unless it is stored in large batteries (which 
are currently rare because of their cost and because current 
battery technology isn’t great). Only rarely, like on really hot 
summer days when everyone is using a lot of AC, do “brown 
outs” occur, and these happen when there is a shortage of 
electricity, when demand exceeds supply. These brown outs 
cause lots of damage to the equipment on the grid. Because 
of this, the power plants must always be generating slightly 
more energy than is consumed at every single moment, since 
it is impossible to predict sudden tiny jumps in demand, such 
as when the 20,000 watts of lighting in Engelhard suddenly 
get turned on. So that is one thing to know: there is always 
more energy being produced than being consumed.
 What gets more complicated is the relationship be-
tween energy production and energy consumption. Energy 
production happens in big, centralized power plants, but 
energy consumption is spread out over all our homes, busi-
nesses, and factories. That means that there is a lot of min-
ute-to-minute variation in energy consumption, but because 
of our daily habits, energy consumption climbs its way to a 
peak in the mid-afternoon, like the way a stock price varies 
minute-to-minute but has clear up-and-down trends. Energy 
consumption is varied, but energy production is centralized: most large power plants, like the nuclear reactor that 
supplies us, take several days to turn off or on. When it’s on, it stays on, and so it cannot respond to hourly changes 
in electrical demand. These big plants stay on all the time and provide the “base load” of electricity. In order to 
provide enough electricity for the afternoon peak, the power companies turn on smaller plants, which are usually 
natural-gas fired plants, for just the afternoon. These smaller plants only take a few minutes or hours to turn on, but 
they are less efficient than the big “base-load” power plants. The power companies have other methods for man-
aging the peak-load, but it is vital that they always produce slightly more electricity than is consumed. This is the 
main reason that solar panels and wind turbines have yet to become technologically, let alone economically, viable 
alternatives to nuclear, coal, and natural gas: it is impossible to predict how sunny or windy it will be, so we can-
not rely on these technologies to supply power when we need it, even though the total amount of solar panel power 
could meet our total power needs. If there was a technological breakthrough in battery technology, then solar panels 
and wind turbines could work as our primary energy sources, but for now they remain secondary sources because 
of their technological limitations. Solar panels have the potential to help with the peak load, since they produce 
the most in the afternoon, but if unexpected clouds move in, the whole system can go down. The electrical system 
certainly has weak points.
 The nature of energy production versus energy consumption leads to interesting conclusions: because the 
power plants do not vary energy production due to small variations in consumption, turning off the lights in your 
room will have literally no effect on the amount of energy produced. That’s right: just on its own, turning off your 
lights makes absolutely zero difference to the environment. But, if millions of people make a habit of turning off 
their lights all the time, then the power companies will notice a sustained decrease in demand and will burn less 
coal and natural gas, so turning off the lights actually does make a difference. This is the perfect example of the 
effectiveness of collective action (kind of like voting). But turning off the lights directly saves you money on your 
electrical bill, so there’s a personal incentive also.

SAM FoX ’14
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 The current Student Center is useless. Sure, it’s oc-
casionally used for dances and club meetings, but few will 
disagree that it fails to serve as a place where students can 
actually hang out on a regular basis. There are two main 
reasons behind the Student Center’s failure: its outlying 
location, and its lack of entertainment. The new Student 
Center holds the potential to solve both problems, and if 
approved, will surely carry out its role as a main gathering 
spot for students.
 Let’s first consider the isolated location of the cur-
rent Student Center. The word, “isolated” might appear ex-
aggerated, considering the fact that it is only about ten steps 
away from Founders. However, it is often difficult for stu-
dents to gather enough motivation to step outside of Found-
ers, especially in the winter or on rainy days when many 
of their friends prefer to stay inside. The importance of a 
well-chosen location is exemplified by how the Dining Hall 
is always used as a place for socializing. As the Dining Hall 
is situated in everyone’s path, people often run into friends 
on their way to the mailboxes or one of the classrooms, and 
it has simply become a natural spot for students to go to. 
Although not as common of a place for hanging out as the 
Dining Hall, the basement of Founders is definitely a decent 
option. As a place within Founders where people often visit 
to check their mailboxes or use the computer lab, the new 
Student Center will certainly not be “isolated.”
 The new Student Center will also motivate the stu-
dents to actually go down to the basement of Founders, as 
it will offer many different types of entertainment, such 
as ping pong, air hockey, and food, which will be selected 
based on the responses to the survey. Students will no lon-
ger have to suffer from an unappetizing dinner or resort to 
the same old noodles on dorm. Moreover, as the need for 
Wawa trips will decrease, the relocation of the Student Cen-
ter will have environmental advantages as well.
 The benefits of the new Student Center far outweigh 
the drawbacks. Dances and club meetings can surely be held 
at other locations. The computer lab may become louder, 
but there are many other places on campus where people 
can work in silence. The size of the new Student Center 
will also not be a problem, as a storage room just as large 
as the School Store itself exists right next to it. It is time for 
St. Andrew’s to have an accessible and enjoyable Student 
Center that lives up to its name.

Pro con
Andy Kwon ’15 Cindy Jung ’15

Should we move the Student Center to Founders?

Debate of the Issue

 We all know that the Student Center serves only a nominal 
function. Every time I stop during a tour and say, “This is the stu-
dent center,” I can’t help myself from chuckling just a little bit. The 
center is no doubt in a central and accessible location and close to 
the heart of the school: Founders. But it has been a problem and a 
mystery that the Student Center is always sparsely populated, and 
Senora’s suggestion to swap the current Student Center location with 
the school store might be a solution. However, there are significant 
cons to this possible change that need to be considered. 
 The biggest goal of moving the Student Center is, as Senora 
puts it, to turn around the “behavior” of the place. She envisions a 
spot on campus where everyone can and is willing to hang out, and 
a lot of us support that idea. Most ideally, it would serve a function 
similar to that of a public school cafeteria or a coffee shop, which 
sounds slightly odd because we have the dining hall where the 
community eats together at least once a day. Since the dining hall 
definitely has a formal and public aura to it, it calls for the revitaliza-
tion of the student center…but in the basement of founders. Unlike 
concerns that the current school store is too small, it has more room 
than we think, especially if we were to tear the walls down. Howev-
er, the real issue is the administrative feel that the mailboxes and the 
college counseling/ business office corridor would give to the Stu-
dent Center if the change were made. The fact that the new Student 
Center would literally be at the crux of the school campus might be 
a benefit to the switch (particularly for boys living upstairs), it could 
also be a turn off. 
 Another con to the Student Center switch would be the ab-
sence of a place for raves and dances. It is less desirable to leave a 
mess of paint, glow sticks, etc. in a space so close to the business of-
fices and the chapel. There is really nowhere students can have fun at 
St. Andrew’s beyond the sight of the faculty, but putting the Student 
Center in the basement of Founders puts it under stronger scrutiny. 
The possibility is low that teachers would come by to the Student 
Center more often because of the switch, but we usually correlate 
founders to academics and the presence of adults. Such connections 
we inevitably make may likely ruin our vibe. Also we would always 
have to be cautious about playing loud music during the weekday 
when classes are going on and even during the weekend if some 
students and faculty may be trying really hard to sleep. 
 What about the issue of food? It would certainly be easier 
to have hot food delivered to the basement of Founders, but it’s 
not a long walk at all from Founders to the current Student Center. 
However, the lack of food in general, not the lack of hot or premium 
food, explains the unpopularity of the Student Center. The constant 
presence of some type of food like sodas or chips, even in small 
quantities, would turn things around, much more so than changing 
the location. Refreshments and games like Ping-Pong should become 
more numerous in the Student Center that is already there. 
 But most of all, the simple reason students rarely use the 
Student Center might be that they don’t need it. At a school where 
we are constantly surrounded by people and sometimes pressured to 
be social, our life consists of “hanging out” (well, except when we 
actually have to work) and there doesn’t have to be a set venue for 
that. So the vacancy of the Student Center may not be as troubling 
as we think it is, since there is vibrant student life happening non-
stop on the front lawn, in the gym, on the grass docks, and in places 
inhibited by walls and abundant with snacks. 

Identities of alumni techers in front page photo: Top row left to right: The Robinsons, Dr. Johnson, Mr. Cameron, Ms. Devine. Middle row: Mrs. 
Hurtt, Dr. O’Connor (#27). Bottom row: Mr. Porter, Mr. Hurtt, Mr. Everhart, and Rev. DeSalvo.
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These are the things that must be done by every St. Andrew’s student. This is not the list of things that should be done, but the list of things that 
must be done. You do these not because they are easy but because they are hard.

Moni deb ’15

Friday. May 2
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1. Throwing a frisbee on the front lawn
2. Fighting for lava cake
3. Walking in on someone, and backing away slowly and apologetically
4. Walking to ACME, found a teacher and hassling them to take you 

back to dorm
5. Asking for an extension on an assignment
6. Begging to go to WAWA on a random night
7. Somehow being the reason why the fire alarm went off at 3am
8. Going into the woods to either find or build a fort
9. Going on one of the set runs, like Zena Princess, etc. ?
10. Getting a Moxie, HonestTea or Green Tea
11. Receiving a birthday announcement from your upperclassmen crush
12. Watching the sunrise with your class on the last day
13. Streaking in the cornfields
14. Pulling two all-

nighters some-
how, one for 
academic reasons 
and another you 
don’t remember 
why

15. Cooking a meal 
without setting 
the fire alarm off

16. Going to Good-
Will and buying 
a great outfit for a 
Wednesday night dinner

17. Accidentally skipping a double because you thought it was B-Week 
and it’s actually A-Week

18. Taking a teacher out to Starbucks and having a DMC (Deep Mean-
ingful Conversation)

19. Dyeing your hair with Kool-Aid
20. Having a mini-dorm rave in the bathroom
21. Walking to Walmart
22. Running around the entire Noxontown Pond

23. Attending a rave with glow in the dark 
paint or bring water guns to spray at people

24. Pulling a prank on a teacher
25. Playing Hide-and-Seek, ManHunt, Sar-

dines, etc. with a bunch of people from all 
grades

26. Going to a concert 
27. Having an “illegal” sleepover during the 

week
28. Doing someone’s waiter/assistant job for 

them for no reason
29. Sitting down with Mr. Roach and having a 

heart-to-heart discussion
30. Having a faculty member invite you to 

their house and cooking a meal with them
31. Somehow getting a concussion, sprained ankle or any other minor 

injury doing the simplest things
32. Collecting at least 20 St. Andrew’s related t-shirts
33. Getting a special comment (either good or bad)
34. Hearing the SAS bells at every hour, even when at home (you love 

this place )
35. Going up to the Bell Tower
36. Ordering food on a weeknight
37. Breaking any school rules and not getting caught
38. SAISL game
39. Polar Bear Jump (when its actualy cold)
40. Run for an official class position
41. Have visual art in the gallery
42. Write for SOMETHING (the cardinal, the andrean, etc.)
43. Participate in an open mic/ music festival
44. Go out with your big sis/bro 
45. Take out your little sis/bro
46. Skip school meeting
47. Have in impromptu outdoor dance party
48. Do a morning function to get breakfast
49. Send a risque crush to someone in another class (with your name on 

it!)

eron (’90) remembers “at least one occasion of an unauthorized cookout on the Garth balcony complete with steaks and grilled corn.” He also played 
a game called “Wall Ball” with his friends: “The highlight of these games was when someone would lose, and have to crouch down “butts up” (I’ll let 
you use your imagination) against the wall as the other players attempted to bean them with a tennis ball.  Often, someone would run up to one of the 
rooms on Sherwood Corridor and proceed to dump a bucket of water on the unsuspecting target.” Despite these incredible feats, Mr. Brownlee’s (’75) 
graduation prank takes the cake: “we placed my roommates Advent speakers on the windowsill of A Corridor (now Sherwood), opened the windows 
and cranked up Alice Cooper’s “School’s Out” at max volume.  Mr. Liefeld, heading across the gully for breakfast sign-in was apoplectic, screaming for 
us to turn it down.  Later that day someone hacked into the bell tower system and treated the entire school to some Led Zeppelin as I recall.”
 Speaking of Led Zeppelin and Alice Cooper, the faculty alumni listened to an extensive range of music. Some of it was great, some of it was, 
well…bad. Mrs. Taylor remembers, “The original version of “Total Eclipse of the Heart” was at every dance.” She mentions Cyndi Lauper, and then 
adds, “Well, who can forget Cyndi Lauper!” Mr. Porter says, “Snoop Doggy Dogg’s album came out and was immediately ubiquitous. It was great 
because adults hated it.” Mr. Brownlee liked the Grateful Dead and the Rolling Stones, “listening to the entire album from start to finish.” In Ms. Hurtt’s 
day, music on the Front Lawn included Sweet Home Alabama and Jack and Diane. Mr. Hoopes (’89) recalls Duran Duran, Madonna, and U2. When 
asked about the popular singers of his high school years, Mr. Wolinski simply responded “…so many boy bands.” I’ll close with an image that makes 
me laugh whenever I’m feeling sad. When asked about his most awkward moment, Mr. Porter responded, “I’m pretty smooth, so there aren’t many 
awkward moments to relate.” However, he admitted, “ I was once in a skit as a member of the lollipop guild from the Wizard of Oz. That was tough to 
live down.” The thought of Mr. Porter singing “We wish to welcome you to Munchkinland. We welcome you to Munchkinland, tra la la la la” in a high-
pitched voice never fails to amuse me.

Our Alumni Faculty, from the front page

From campus stars...

...to filthy poultry. 
Classic celebrity downfall.
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 As is the case with any blossoming generation, mil-
lennials are constantly being told just what our problem is in 
the kind of blasé tone that only a 40- or 50-something dealing 
with greater (read: mid-life) crises could affect. We’ve been 
diagnosed as spoiled, lazy, and entitled. Now, with more young 
adults than ever moving back in with their parents, you can add 
immature and irresponsible to that growing list of pejoratives.
 They say we expect too much from our first careers – 
that we believe that our college diplomas, which more students 
are receiving than ever before, somehow qualify us for a cushy 
corner office.We shy away from grunt work. After all, the same 
blue-collar jobs that taught earlier generations a work ethic 
have been reframed for us as threats. (If you were ever warned 
that you might wind up “flipping burgers at McDonalds,” you 
understand exactly what I mean.) Such pressure is only exacer-
bated by our generation’s preoccupation with perfection. Raised 
as “The Trophy Generation,” we crave constant reassurance 
that we are still significantly brighter, wittier, funnier, prettier, 
stronger, faster, and better smelling than average. Combine 
all of that with our need for instant gratification, and you have 
yourself the ticking time bomb that is the modern young adult.
 But that’s all heavily documented. You can read vol-
umes upon volumes of studies and op eds on those ideas. Like 
I said, our elders seem to love picking apart our generational 
flaws. They, however, can only speculate. I, being the lazy, ego-
centric selfie-snapper that I am, find myself privy to a number 
of qualities that anyone over thirty is bound to miss, or at least 
misconstrue. And the most toxic of all these traits is this: We 
Google everything.
 Why? Because Google always answers.“How to write 
a resume.” “How far away is London?” “Should I get bangs?” 
Google can tell you. Rarely have I had to figure out something 
for myself. The internet has told me how to find buildings, how 
to bake deserts, and how to burp on command. If I had been 
born 3 years later, the internet might have taught me how to tie 
my shoes. Young people have always been accused of a “know-
it-all” attitude, but never before has a generation of people 
grown up with the entire wealth of human knowledge nestled in 
their back-pocket (assuming 4G coverage, of course.) Fear of 
the unknown may be human instinct, but most generations have 
been forced to confront that fear for the entirety of their lives. 
Millennials, on the other hand, have been able to avoid the un-
known, because any unknowns are easily eliminated by means 
of a simple Google search. Problem solving skills were once 
learned at a young age and flexed regularly. Ours are at risk of 
becoming comparatively quite weak, as they’ve never had to 
extend much beyond framing a search query.
 What no one ever tells you, though, is that there is no 
“WikiHow” on growing up. Maybe Google doesn’t always 
answer after all. “I was fired, what now?” “How to deal with 
heartbreak.” “What should I do with my life?” For a gateway to 
infinite information, Google makes a pretty crappy life coach. 
Where growing up has always been a terrifying experience, for 
a millennial, it seems downright impossible. The rug’s been 
pulled out from beneath us, and there are no more step-by-step 
guides. Maybe that’s why we’re so slow to grow up – blame the 
economy all you want, but really, we’re waiting on a blog post 
to show us the way.
 The challenge that our generation faces is immense. 
After 18 or 20 years of certainty, we’re finally being asked to 
fly blind, to improvise, to “just figure it out.” Winging it isn’t 
in our wheelhouse, and yet suddenly, we must confront the 
unknown. For someone used to Googling everything, that’s no 
easy task.

Mollie Gillespie ’14

   What Gasts Mollie’s Flabber:
How the Internet Ruined Our Generation

 Bob Colburn sits in the waiting room of Christiana Hospital, anxiously 
tapping his feet. It is the 8th morning in a row he has sat here, and he is, as 
usual, the first visitor of the day. Colburn, who himself has enjoyed remarkable 
health and fitness for his age, waits there for a former player, Bill Brakeley. 
Brakeley led Colburn’s 1986 St. Andrew’s conference champion team. He pro-
ceeded to win the Carpenter Cup with the University of Delaware Blue Hens. 
Brakeley enjoyed a brief stint in professional baseball, before injury forced him 
to retire. He lies in a bed. Colburn and Brakeley’s team of nurses do not expect 
him to live much longer, as his serious heart condition persists. Miraculously, 
Brakeley opens his eyes, summons a nurse and asks, “Can I see Coach?” 
 Colburn: Over 400 wins. Four time Delaware Coach of the Year. 1996 
Chemistry Teacher of the Year. 1994 first ballot Delaware Baseball Coaches 
Hall of Fame inductee. President of the Delaware Baseball Coaches Associa-
tion. These accomplishments headline Bob Colburn’s resumé. After growing up 
in Wellesley, Massachusetts, a devout Red Sox fan, Colburn played baseball at 
Haverford college for four years, before accepting a job coaching the game and 
teaching science at St. Andrew’s School. Here, in Middletown, Colburn and his 
wife Dotty raised three children: Robert, Clair, and Bruce.
 Everything Colburn does is rooted in his own experience as a player. He 
vividly recounts his humiliating, first collegiate at-bat to his players in every 
season’s preseason hitting tutorial:
 Pop. The ball sails into the 
catcher’s mitt, a perfect strike, right 
down the middle. Colburn had planned 
to take the first pitch in order to test 
the pitcher’s control and preview his 
arm slot. Now it was time to swing. 
Pop. The catcher barely has to move; 
the ball repeats its path, again a perfect 
strike. “Dammit”, Colburn mutters. He 
could not have asked for a better pitch 
the hit. He had to swing now. Com-
mitted, Colburn loaded and began his 
motion. The pitcher released the ball. 
Time froze. Colburn froze. The red 
seams of the rotating pitch seemed to 
taunt him. It had been 18 months since 
he had stood in the batters box during a 
live game. Despite the high noon sun, a 
spotlight seems to beam down on him. 
Pop. “STRIKE THREE, YOU’RE OUT!” belts the umpire. Colburn looks to 
his back right shoulder. His hands hadn’t moved. The bat sits, limp. “Dammit”, 
he repeats, as he saunters back towards a screaming coach and a hoard of disap-
pointed teammates. He would always cringe when his future players made the 
same mistake. 
 Fast forward to the present. “STRIKE THREE, YOU’RE OUT!” yells 
the umpire. Cai Johnson (’16) returns to the dugout, shaking his head, eager to 
get out of the sight of his teammates. He has just struck out without swinging at 
the final pitch. “No, no, no, no”, mumbles Colburn as he paces around the dug-
out, shoulders hunched, eventually finding his way towards Cai. Throughout his 
lecture, Colburn progresses from angry to sympathetic, almost begging Cai to 
learn from his mistake. He finishes by patting Cai on the back, one of countless 
players Colburn has lived to protect from these moments of shame.
 Colburn was sidelined for the majority of his high school career by 
chronic arm soreness. For eighteen months, he felt suffocated, unable to pursue 
his passion. 
 Fast forward to the present. “C’mon Coach, you’ve got to let me finish”, 
pleads Will Brown (’14) as Colburn attempts to usher him off the Tower Hill 
mound, towards his secondary position, first base. Brown has just thrown five 
and one third innings, only surrendering one run to the Hillers. Despite hav-
ing thrown more pitches than he had in any game or practice yet this season, 
Brown’s form has endured. He has just struck out the first batter of the inning. 
Replacing Brown, the team’s ace, puts the team’s slim lead in jeopardy. St. An-
drew’s has not defeated Tower Hill in seven years. Still, Colburn gets his way 
and summons me from the outfield to take over. After the victory, Colburn ex-
plains, “I know Will might not have spoken to me if we had lost, but I wouldn’t 
have been able to live with myself if he hurt his arm and wasn’t able to pitch 
his senior year, or, worse, in college. I wouldn’t want to have to write that in 

AleXAnder McilVAine ’14

More Than a Pastime:
The Legend of Bob Colburn

Continued on page 6
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my weekly email to your parents.” He is obsessed with preventing his players from the arm overuse that sidelined him so long ago. Colburn cannot live 
with the idea of his players missing the joy of the game he knew. 
 It was during his eighteen months of injury that Colburn first encountered coaching. Colburn, who has coached St. Andrew’s baseball for 53 
years, began with a team in a boy’s beginner’s league, as a way of staying close to the game that he so loved while injured in high school. He remem-
bers this time, “that was when I first started...”, his answer is cut short as he stares out onto the diamond, methodically. His brief moment of reflection is 
cut short by the long to-do list that he has created for himself: “Anyways how is your arm feeling after yesterday’s bullpen?”, Colburn asks me. He adds 
intently, “I watched everyone’s hitting videos late last night, we have lots to talk about. I just think people need to just hit the ball quickly and hard.” 
Colburn demonstrates this final technique by punching his hand into his fist as he slowly drifts away. 
 The sun peeks out in the distance over the top of Founders Hall. Bent over on his knees, Colburn picks at the dark, metal plug that guards the 
first base hole. Once having pried the plug loose from the tan dirt, damp from the morning dew, Colburn slides the crisp, white base into the hole. He 
stands, wipes his hands with his handkerchief, and surveys the field, looking for more to do. All tarps have been cleared, all bases have been placed and 
the infield has been raked. It is the first day of preseason, 2014. It is 7:00 AM. Practice will begin at 1:00 pm. The drills for today’s workout were ar-
ranged months ago. 150 feet behind Colburn looms a blank scoreboard. It reads, “Colburn Field”. 

The Legend of Colburn, from page 5

 Course selection is often a source of stress and frustration for 
many. Next year seems so far off when we have to decide what classes 
we want to take the next year (technically, in a few months). Three whole 
months of summer seem to make whether we write down AS Bio or AS 
Physics matter very little. But I know for sure from experience that being 
nonchalant about course selection can come to haunt you. It’s not a good 
idea to overload on classes, but taking just enough to fill the requirement 
can often result in inefficient use of the numerous free periods you get. It 
is difficult to anticipate whether a schedule is challenging or unmanage-
able before the midpoint of the year. 
 Oftentimes, the rules of St. Andrew’s course selection, although 
intended to help us, make zero sense. Perhaps the fact that there is no ra-
tionale (at least not any that we are told) behind the many requirements for 
each form is more annoying than the rules themselves. It is puzzling that 
4 years of English, 4 years of Mathematics, and 3 years of Science are re-
quired, yet History is mandatory for only 2 years. One could ask the same 
question about the classics or modern language requirement of 2 years as 
well, but the list of course offerings states “two years or through the third 
level, which ever is more advanced, of the same language.” Although I 
am heavily biased towards History and some perceive even the two-year 
requirement to be a burden, it is troubling that the school holds lower ex-
pectations for the learning and appreciation of such a powerful discipline. 
This is especially upsetting because St. Andrew’s labels history courses 
to be as rigorous as science or math courses from the college perspective. 
According to the college counseling office, a high achieving student who 
wants to double up on History and drop a science their senior year could 
risk looking like he is avoiding the most demanding course load that is 
available to him. There are only a few specific and fixed prerequisites or 
co-requisites that can objectively prove the difficulty of advanced math or 
science courses. Advanced Studies in 20th Century History, for example, 
can be taken by any 5th, 6th, and in some cases, 4th former. The fact that 
“no science” could be read as “taking it easy” forces us to be strategic 
about how we spend our academic year to better our chances for college, 
which defeats the purpose of the kind of learning that St. Andrew’s strives 
for. 
  Math and Science requirements are also questionable. I’ve heard 
from quite a few peers who were discouraged from taking Statistics after 
they have taken Calculus BC, since that too, would be avoiding the most 
rigorous path. This disapproval may be understandable if we compare the 

prerequisites, “Problem Solving in Geometry Algebra 2” for Stats and 
“Honors Pre-Calculus” for BC, but it doesn’t seem very fair otherwise. 
A student who has shown competence in a high level math class like 
BC should not be disadvantaged for taking Stats instead of the next step 
above, like Multivariable or Economics. The same goes for a student 
strongly leaning towards Humanities who has to worry about the implica-
tions of not taking Math or Science, when the simple reason behind his 
decision is a passion and interest in certain subjects over others.
 However, the most illogical restriction on course selection is the 
sequence of science classes that must be satisfied. I’m no expert on the 
convergence of different branches of science. But it is probably safe to 
assume that Chemistry and Physics don’t overlap to an extent that not 
knowing Physics would significantly hinder learning about Chemis-
try—it is hard to imagine why Honors Physics must come before Honors 
Chemistry. Moreover, it is ridiculous that all freshmen take Biology (as 
great as the course is as an intellectual journey and as one of the most 
interesting St. Andrew’s Freshmen experiences, it doesn’t necessarily 
provides background in science that aids our understanding of chemistry 
or physics in the following years) and that a student particularly intrigued 
by deep studies in Biology will not be allowed to take the course if she 
did not take Chemistry. New sophomores or juniors are even more lim-
ited in their science options, and, speaking of narrow choices, the random 
religious studies requirements make it extremely cumbersome to navi-
gate through history courses. I’m not saying religion or philosophy is a 
meaningless or useless subject, but placing them in the second and fourth 
years prevents us from benefiting from the numerous history classes that 
are available to almost everyone. 
 Course guidelines should be upgraded to include explanations, 
even just a few sentences, for the binding requirements. This would make 
course selection yet another process of learning about our view of dif-
ferent areas of studies as a school and as individual thinkers. And a great 
deal of the rationale behind requisites does make sense; for instance, Mr. 
Finch told us in class that many colleges don’t require a background in 
Calculus to enroll in Economics courses, as a strategy to attract more 
students. But at St. Andrew’s, AB or BC are pre- or co-requisites because 
both teaching and learning Economics becomes so much more efficient 
and coherent with the knowledge of derivatives. This fact clicked for me 
and all of our classmates right away—it’s not too hard to do the same for 
the rest of the subjects.  

Thinking Critically about Course Selection
cindy Jung ’15

Another beneficial thing to do is to consume more energy during the 
night instead of during the day. Shifting energy consumption to the night-
time flattens out that daytime peak, and that allows the power company 
to use the “base load” plants more and the natural gas-fired plants less. 
Since the base load plants are significantly more efficient than the tem-
porary ones, shifting consumption to the nighttime (by charging lap-
tops, phones, and hopefully cars during the night) would lower the total 
amount of carbon emissions. Again, this would only work if large num-
bers of people did this, since the power companies would have to decide 
to change the production patterns.
 There are a number of macroscopic ways in which the system 
could be better: in the US there are eight or nine big grids that cover 
different geographical regions. (The Western states, the Northeast, the 
Midwest and the South each have distinct grids, and then there’s Texas 

About the Power Grid, from page 2
all by itself. Classic Texas.) Connecting these regions more would allow 
them to share electricity as demand changes, which would help prevent 
brown outs. Also, there’s talk about investing in a “smart grid”, which, 
using 21st century communications and information technology to more 
closely monitor consumption, would allow for more intelligent produc-
tion and distribution (I’m not exactly sure how, but it seems pretty neat, 
so check it out online).
 As consumers of electricity, we should work to understand the 
electrical distribution system. Similarly, I think we should work to 
understand and think critically about the problems of pollution, carbon 
emissions, and resource consumption by looking at the environmental 
problems of the past and what worked to solve those problems. I hope 
that there isn’t any “electricity in the air” about these issues, because if 
that were literally true then we’d all be electrocuted.
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 Bill: Why did you run for the presidency?
Liza: I love SAS and I love my grade. I ran just because I thought this was 
an awesome opportunity to give back to our grade, and to step up and help 
make this year a really great year, not only for my grade but also for the 
entire community.
TJ: I was debating whether to run the president or not, since Emily Gross’s 
speech (Co-President of the Class of 2012). And she struck me due to the 
strong impact she had on people around her. But I kind of missed it as the 
year went on. Some people asked me if I was running president, and after 
that I cracked down to the Study Hall and wrote my entire speech in three 
days before election (which is incredible btw-Liza) Probably a little more 
thought out. Okay Liza’s was more thought out. Mine wasn’t. (laughter) 
And my real aim in my speech was that I wanted to be the ambassador of 
our grade. I cannot claim to be the smartest, the most creative, the funni-
est, or the most athletic person in my grade, but the people in my grade 
kind of shaped who I have become in these four years.

 Bill: How did you feel when you were elected? Were you sur-
prised? Liza: I know TJ was definitely not surprised. You know people 
had wished to you run and …(no not really--TJ) Oh, come on. (laughter)
TJ: So eleven guys and nine girls ran for the president: a total of 20 out of 
80 people in the grade. When I was looking at the list, I was like: “Wow, 
there are a lot of amazing people for this job.” So it finally came down to 
Alex and I. Actually it was Alex who told me that I won the presidency 
before the announcement. So I felt a little guilt actually, since I know Alex 
would be an amazing president too. 

 Jessica: Has the experience of being school-president changes you 
in any way? Have you grown from it?
Liza: Hands down for sure. I was chatting with Clay once, and he asked 
me the similar question. While I didn’t really notice the change in myself, 
he was like: “You definitely have changed. You have become so much 
more confident, and out-going, and you are doing a great job”. It was just 
great to hear. 
And delegating… (I am just not good at that--TJ) It was hard just to pass 
down jobs to others, and seek people out. Time-management, yeah, so TJ 
is usually my “go-to” person. Really cool to get to know TJ and know a 
person that I can depend upon.
TJ: Another thing is that people just know you right off the bat. Presidency 
gives you that window to go up to people and start up a conversation. It 
is almost like you are required to be outgoing, and just talk to as many 
people as you can, keeping the energy in SAS up. It is cool that you can 
talk to people in other grade while normally you wouldn’t have the excuse.

 Jessica: How about teachers? Have you felt more connected to 
them too?
TJ: Yeah. I don’t use to talk to Ms. Devine and WillRob, but now I real-
ize that they are awesome teachers to work with, especially for my presi-
dential duties and personal obligations. And also Mr. Roach, he is not 
intimidating at all. And he is just the guy for SAS. Liza and I were kind of 
nervous to be his people, the guys that he relies on. He only used to be a 
English teacher to me, so now I have a good relationship with him.
Liza: For me I feel like half of the teachers usually just come up to us and 
talk about how fantastic our grade is. Teachers want to communicate with 
you and tell you how you are doing. It’s really cool. Teachers come up to 
you if they want to make a special announcement, for example about the 
state of the laundry room. We definitely devote to our grade, since they 
elected us, but we also work hard for the whole school.

 Jessica: How has the workload been? It seems like you guys have 
been running around all the time.
TJ: A lot of people were worried that Liza and I always seems to be run-
ning around. But the reason why I ran for president was exactly that I want 
to embrace the culture of SAS and be the ambassador. So I wouldn’t refer 
to my job as “workload”, and it is not a burden. But I do sometimes use it 
as an excuse to skip other works.
Liza: I couldn’t agree more. It is been a busy year, in a really good way. TJ 
and I talk a lot about our work, sometimes end up spending two hours in 
the library. I always get phone calls from roommate for talking to TJ too 
late. But you always have the energy to work hard, to do fun stuff.
TJ: And I guess a hard part is to attend HC and DC meetings. But I always 
want to be a part of it. I want to brace what the community stands for, 
what the school is fundamentally about.

   A Fireside Chat with our Lame Duck Presidents
JeSSicA MillAr ’16 And bill hu ’16

  Bill: How would you characterize or explain your relationship as 
co-presidents?
Liza: I’m so happy it’s TJ. We’ve learned how to work and bond together. 
I feel so lucky to have TJ as co-president. We have become better friends 
throughout the year, and I really couldn’t ask for anything more.
TJ: I think the dynamic that Liza and I have created with each other is 
awesome. She’s so energetic all the time even when I am really down. 
She’s always there for me when I’m struggling with personal issues, 
presidential issues, etc. Liza’s the best; she’s always been there for me. 

  Bill: TJ, do you have a struggle with making announcements? 
Why do I always see that Liza is there for you?
 TJ- The first time I was making announcements was very nerve 
wracking because the seniors were still here. When I first held the an-
nouncements, I started shaking uncontrollably destroying the little sheets 
of paper because I was so nervous. So what I ended up doing was grab-
bing my elbow just for moral support and ended up doing that for the first 
week of announcements. There’s a little bit of stage fright with making 
announcements but as it goes along it becomes a routine and it’s turned 
out to be really fun. I’ve come to actually love making announcements 
because you can add whatever flavors you want or change your tone. It’s 
the little things that you can just add to announcements that make them 
fun.

 Jessica: What are 2 highlights from this past year that you have 
experienced as co-presidents?
TJ: I’d say one really cool moment for me was when we did the adopt-
a-family. Our whole grade rallied behind the work that we did and we 
raised money to go out and by them Christmas gifts. We actually ended 
up wrapping all the gifts and writing all the cards a couple nights before 
we left for Christmas break and made that into a class function. The fact 
that we could take a class function that celebrated our grade, but also do 
meaningful work outside of the community was a really cool meeting 
point for me. 
Liza: I was going to say the same thing! That was definitely one of my 
highlights because it was just really cool to see our grade come together 
to work on a project and just work in such a collaborative way. Taking 
the energy that our grade has and the energy that they put into the com-
munity and bringing it outside the community was indeed a really cool 
moment for me.
TJ: “Just the small things you go through as president when you realize 
that people want to talk to you. Wow-for some reason people think my 
voice matters and that’s pretty cool. I’ve had very meaningful conversa-
tions with people that I never would have thought I would have with 
beforehand. It’s just the little things that you have a hard time explaining, 
but are just personal achievements that you are very happy with.

 Bill: If you could leave one piece of advice for the next two presi-
dents what would it be?
Liza: “I guess one for me was to really embrace everything that the presi-
dency has to offer. Have fun with the fundraisers and enjoy and listen 
to what Mr. Roach has to say, and all the conversations that take place. 
And be so excited about everything that is going on and dedicate your-
self completely to all these different things. Don’t embrace just one thing 
about presidency because there’s so much that you can get excited about 
and involved in. Start off strong and just go for it and everything that the 
presidency entitles. Really enjoy and have fun with it because it’s a really 
cool experience to be involved in all these different things. Treat every-
thing with appreciation.
TJ: “Delegation-that is definitely one of the worst things that I am at 
life. I feel like I can get everything done and that might be my problem, 
when sometimes you just have to pace yourselves and see others’ pas-
sion for fun things that we do here at SAS. So, work to realize that there 
are a lot of capable leaders in the grade that can get really excited about 
the school, and that yes you were elected, but everyone in your grade 
should be leading and they are happier when they are leading alongside 
you.  

Anecdote: Liza was the last person to make the election speech. When 
the first 19 people were finished, people thought the process was over, 
and everybody was already standing up and about to leave for piles of 
work. If Liza hasn’t raised her hand, she would not be our president 
today. She felt bad and nervous, but her speech was perhaps therefore 
memorable. So don’t be afraid to “stick your hand out” at the right time, 
she says.

Thinking Critically about Course Selection
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Save The 
Date

Arts 
Weekend:

May 9-11

Freshman 
of the Issue:
Emma Marvil

Emma Marvil 
is an abso-

lute gem. She is a 
pleasure to have on 
dorm and she brings 
a ton of life to her 
room and her corridor. Her sparkling personality extends 
past the boundaries of Pell as Emma seeks to put a smile 
on the face of everyone she interacts with. Most notable 
perhaps were the letters that she wrote during February 
while all the seniors were completing the exhibition pro-
cess. Emma wrote notes to as many seniors as she could, 
encouraging them to push through a difficult time and 
keep working hard. These notes were thoughtful and most 
certainly made everyone’s day. Thanks Emma and keep 
up the great work!


