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Acclaimed journalist and staff writer at The New Yorker, John Seabrook ’76 was the re-
cipient of the 2011 Distinguished Alumni Award presented during Reunion Weekend. 

The Distinguished Alumnus/a Award is given to the alumnus/a who has distinguished 
him/herself professionally, personally and in service to the community and country, with 
strength, commitment and perseverance. 

John Seabrook graduated from Princteon University in 1981 and received an M.A. in 
English Literature from Oxford University. He began his career writing about business 
and published in a wide variety of magazines and newspapers, including Harper's, The 
Nation, Vogue, Travel + Leisure, The Village Voice and the Christian Science Moni-
tor. Prior to joining The New Yorker, John was a contributing editor at Vanity Fair and a 
senior writer at Manhattan, Inc. magazine. 

Since 1989, John has been a contributor to The New Yorker and became a staff writer 
at the magazine in 1993. He has written extensively about a range of issues, including 
technology, genealogy, design and natural history. 

John is the author of Deeper: My Two-Year Odyssey in Cyberspace (Simon & Schuster, 
1997), Nobrow: The Culture of Marketing the Marketing of Culture (Knopf, 2000), 
and Flash of Genius and Other True Stories of Invention (St. Martin's, 2008), which be-
came the basis of a movie released in October 2008, also called Flash of Genius. He 
has taught narrative nonfiction writing at Princeton University and lives with his wife, Li-
sa, in New York City. 

You can read selections of John's work in The New Yorker on its website and his more 
extensive list of work on his Booknoise website. 

The Class of 1959 created the award on the occasion of its 50th Reunion along with an 
Award Fund that brings the award-recipient back to campus during the following School 
year to spend the day with students. 


