
 

St. Andrew's School Hosts Special Olympics Delaware Fall Festival 

Elizabeth Torrey, Nov 3 2015 

St. Andrew's School had the honor of hosting the Special Olympics Delaware Fall Festival on its campus this 

past weekend. Nearly 600 Special Olympics athletes and an equal number of volunteers and spectators  

descended on St. Andrew's campus on Friday, October 30 and Saturday, October 31 for competitions in  

volleyball, bocce, flag football, soccer, and running. After an Opening Ceremony in the Sipprelle Field 

House, athletes performed with much heart and fierce determination, and were recognized in an awards  

ceremony in Engelhard Hall on Saturday evening. 

"We are overwhelmed by our experience at St. Andrew's," said John Buzby, Director of Media Relations & 

Program Innovations for Special Olympics Delaware. "Our families, coaches, and volunteers have already 

reinforced our feelings through emails and phone calls that the school created an atmosphere that made our 

athletes feel welcome, appreciated and respected. The venues were first class and the campus provided the 

perfect environment for an event this size, giving us ample space for everything without losing the feel of 

togetherness we like our events to have." 

"To top it all off," Buzby continued, "the faculty, staff and students of St. Andrew's are among the most  

generous we have ever encountered, going above and beyond to ensure everyone involved felt welcome. We 

just can't say enough about the experience and we hope to be welcomed back next year." 

For the past eighteen years, Chase Bank has sponsored this event, which was originally held at St. Andrew's 

in the early 1990s, but later moved to the University of Delaware. 

"We were so honored to host the more than 1200 Special Olympics athletes, volunteers, and spectators for 

the Fall Festival at St. Andrew's," said Rev. Jay Hutchinson, Head Chaplain and Director of Community  

Service at St. Andrew's. "The athletes' joy in competing and their perseverance inspired our students and all 

those who came to watch the games. Our school feels blessed to be connected with these athletes and their 

families, and looks forward to welcoming them back next fall." 

St. Andrew's senior Neely Egan was instrumental in securing the 2015 Fall Festival's return to our campus. 

As a sophomore, she organized a spring soccer skills development day on St. Andrew's fields for local  

Special Olympics athletes. Her work with Special Olympics Delaware to coordinate this now-annual spring 

event eventually led to conversations about moving this year's Fall Festival back to St. Andrew's. Neely  

ultimately was responsible for assigning roles and tasks to all of the more than 200 St. Andrew's student  

volunteers, who joined the more than 400 Chase employees serving as volunteers at the games. 

"We had 300 students that were very eager to participate and be volunteers, but it wasn't just a St. Andrew's 

volunteering event," Neely explained. "Many other people from the Delaware community contributed as 

well. So I think we had a good problem having too many volunteers!" 

Student volunteers were responsible for a wide range of support activities, from lining the cross-country 

course for a 5K race, to dressing in mascot suits, to leading non-competitive activities such as scarf-juggling 

and pumpkin-painting. 

 



"I thought the day went extremely well considering the amount of people we had on campus," said Julia  

Huffman, Facilities Care Supervisor for St. Andrew's. "The Special Olympics Delaware team was incredibly 

well-organized, and our facilities and security teams were involved in all aspects of their set-ups, from  

parking coordination, to lining the fields, to laying carpet on the basketball courts. We had many compliments 

on how beautiful and well-maintained our campus is, and our students were amazing through out the day—

especially with the cleanup. I know the Special Olympics organizers were impressed with them!" 

"But I particularly thought the athletes were amazing," Huffman noted. "Lots of high fives going around. 

Though it was a busy day, I'm so glad I was able to experience it." 

"It was an amazing weekend," Neely concluded. "All the athletes and parents—everyone, really, was just 

emitting this energy that was infectious and happy. I think everyone who participated ended up getting  

something out of it. You couldn't help but smile." 


