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Dear St. Andrew's Family, 

The first time I wrote for the 
Cardinal, I did it because my 
dad told me to. I dispassionately 
interviewed the man who started 
the Frosty Run, Ted Cotsen, 
asking him my questions through 
email and copy-and-pasting his 
responses onto a google doc 
which I then shared with the 
editors. It was a cop-out, a 
low effort way to get my dad 
off my back. while avoiding the 
vulnerability of sharing my voice 
with the school. I never planned 
to write for the Cardinal again. 

and convinced that the policy 
needed to change, so I took 
action in the only way I coul.d 
think to: I started working on 
an article. 

excited, empowered, and like 
change was underway. I was 
being heard. This was power of 
the press. 
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Then, in the winter of my junior 
year, I returned to K Dorm after 
an embarrassing Walk Around 
Duty experience. Shaken, I 
told my dorm mates what had 
happened and was instantly 
met with stories of times that 
they, too, had been made to 
feel ashamed because of the 
policy. As we shared stories, 
we realized that the policy 
was affecting everyone -- no 
matter their relationship status 
-- in negative ways, and we 
questioned whether Walk Around 
Duty was effectively fulfilling its 
purpose. By th_e end of the 
conversation, I was fired up 

Through the process of writing 
the article alone, conducting 
interviews and surveying the 
student body, I got people 
talking. Students came up to 
me with strong opinions, finally 
speaking up about something 
that," until I . started asking 
questions, had only ever been 
talked about behind closed doors. 
Mr. Roach, Mr. Speers, Mr. 
Robinson, and Mrs. Hutchinson 
began talking about my project, 
wondering · if the policy could 
truly be improved. As I talked 
to members of the administration 
and wrote my article, I felt 

My article ultimately led to the 
creation of a committee that 
successfully changed the policy. 
The St. Andrew's community 
thrives off of conversations 
between the students and the 
faculty, challenging one another 
and. challenging St. Andrew's to 
be the best place it can be. 
One of the best ways to get 
people talking about an issue 
and to make change is to write 
about it. The Cardinal is read 
by students, faculty, parents, 
alumni, and trustees. Every St. 
Andrew's student has access to 
this powerful audience; every 
St'. Andrew's student can make 
change with their words alone. 
As a new wave of leadecs takes 
over the ·school, I encourage 
you all to use your voice, ask 
questions, speak up, and make 
change where change needs to 
be made. 

1 • ir· , Jpt ,..,,..,, 

The class of 2019 can't wait 
to come back and see the 
amazing things you've done. 
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OHIO'S OBSESSION WITH ABORTION BILLS 

It's no secret that while Ohio is known 
for being both the top producer of 
greenhouse and nursery plants and 
home to maybe the worst football team 
in the Midwest ( Go Blue!), it is also 
ranked as · one of the two most reli­
gious states above the Mason-Dixon 
Line. This immense presence of reli­
gion has worked its way into the Ohio 
legislation, as Ohio's House of Rep­
resentatives has tried to push forth a 
bill called HB 565. 

HB 565, first introduced in March of 
2018, pushed to ban abortions in 
Ohio and establish the procedure as 
a synonym for murder, meaning both 
the women who get abortions and the 
doctors who perform them could be 
charged with homicide. In Ohio, the 
punishment for a murder charge is 
either a life sentence or the death 
penalty. The bill did not include any 
exceptions for cases of rape, incest, or 
when carrying the pregnancy to terms 
is dangerous or life threatening for the 
woman. 

Though the bill was first introduced 
months ago,· current events such as 
the Kavanaugh· results, midterm elec­
tions, and another Ohio abortion bill 

RILEY BAKER '21 

REPORT 

HB . 2 5 8, nicknamed "the heartbeat 
bill," have all contributed to the rise 
in discussion about the intersection of 
abortion and religion in Ohio. As men­
tioned before, Ohio and South Dakota 
are currently tied for· the most religious 
above the Mason-Dixon line with a 
reported · 8 1 % of the population de­
scribing religion as either "important" 
or "somewhat important" in their daily 
lives, according to The Pew Research 
Center of Religious and Daily Life. Of 
that 81 % who took the survey, 7 3% 
of Ohioans identify · as Christian. The 
large presence of religion in Ohio as 
well as the endless and stubborn push 
to end abortibns by any means neces....;

sary is no coincidence. These recent 
bills introduced in Ohio also have been 
known to contain contradictory word­
ing. The "heartbeat bill" was passed 
by the Ohio House of . Representatives 
earlier this month, planning to out-:' 
law abortions from being performed as 
early as six weeks, which . is· before 
some women might even know that 
they are pregnant. The governor, John 
Kasich has p·lanned to veto that bill. 

However, the onslaught of the push to 
limit or ban abortion altogether cannot 
be completely attributed to the high 

religious percentage of the population. 
A similar bill was vetoed in Mississip­
pi, another state with a high religious 
population, as it was stated it infringed 
on rights giveri to women in the 14th 
amendment and was therefore uncon­
stitutional. In Mississippi, 8 9% of the 
population agrees that religion is im­
portant or somewhat important in daily 
life. So, if religion cannot be used _as 
the only reason why Ohio representa­
tives are so set on restricting abor­
tion, then what is? -There is no clear 
answer for why Ohio has passed such 
radical bills or why other states have 
or haven't. However, if abortion con­
tinues to be more restricted or even 
banned altogether, even Trump was 
able to admit one thing for sure: "You 
go back to a position like [women] 
had where they would perhaps go to 
illegal pla·ces," Trump said in 2016. 
As we watch more and more bills 
be introduced we must remember the 
countless women who came before us 
and did resort to "illegal places" as 
well as the women who still have no 
choice but to· resort to them today. 
Even if abortions are made illegal, 
they will continue happening in dan­
gerous settings that put both mother 
and the fetus at risk. J'!.... 


























