
News & Notes

New Academic Schedule 
With all Forms now on campus and all students through at least one round of on-campus
testing, we have moved to our "all-in-person" academic schedule. The academic day now
runs from 9 AM to 3:30 PM, and c`lasses are now an hour long; we were unable to move
back to 75 minute classes as was tentatively planned, due to all of the health and safety
protocols that need to be observed and managed during the academic day. Our new
schedule allows for a long block during the middle of the day (lunch) during which students
and faculty can set up meetings, take a walk, and catch up on work. You can view the new
schedule here.

Parent Visits to Campus This Fall 
Parents, you may make brief visits to campus to visit your children this fall. While you are
on campus you must follow all SAS health and safety protocols (including masking and
distancing) and you cannot enter any buildings. If you would like to stop by campus for an
hour or two to see your child, we ask that you fill out this form at least 24 hours in advance
of coming to campus (bookmark that link!). If you'd like to simply drop off food or
packages for your child at the main gate, without visiting your child in person, you do not
need to fill out this form. 

Join Us for Saturdays with St. Andrew's! 
Parents, if you have children in 7th or 8th grade who are considering applying to St.
Andrew's, you should think about attending one or more of our upcoming virtual
Admissions events this fall! We're kicking things off tomorrow (Saturday) at 10:30
AM ET with our first event: Navigating the Admissions & Financial Aid
Process. Register here, and click here to explore & register for future events.
If you have friends, neighbors, or colleagues with children who are considering boarding
school, we encourage you to forward these links on to them.

[All SAS Employees] [SAS Community News] Your Friday News from Campus!
1 message

Fri, Oct 16, 2020 at 6:04 PM

https://standrews-de.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d872d7687e17ae85d2921341&id=5caec0edfe&e=eb7d14a97b
https://standrews-de.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d872d7687e17ae85d2921341&id=101ab763b1&e=eb7d14a97b
https://standrews-de.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d872d7687e17ae85d2921341&id=ed9f03b419&e=eb7d14a97b
https://standrews-de.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d872d7687e17ae85d2921341&id=ba9a61e6a8&e=eb7d14a97b
https://standrews-de.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d872d7687e17ae85d2921341&id=c230f595c0&e=eb7d14a97b


Testing Updates

Recent Student Testing Results

All V Form second-round tests returned negative.
All IV Form arrival tests returned negative.
Surveillance testing has begun for students who have completed their arrival
COVID-19 testing. All tests from the first sample, gathered this week from 24 VI
Form students representing all cohorts, returned negative.

Recent Employee Testing Results

A St. Andrew's School employee tested positive for COVID-19 on October 10. The
employee will be at home until approved for return to work in accordance with
public health protocols. A contact tracing review conducted by the Delaware Division
of Public Health and St. Andrew's Director of Health Services Annette Rickolt found
that the employee had no close contacts on campus and that consequently there
is little to no risk of transmission on campus. As a reminder, a COVID-19 close
contact is defined by the CDC as "any individual who was within 6 feet of an infected
person for at least 15 minutes starting from 2 days before illness onset, or, for
asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to positive specimen collection, until the time
the patient is isolated."
All other faculty and staff tests since the Opening of School have returned negative.

"Ongoing/Upcoming Campus Testing

IV Form students will undergo their second round of on-campus testing this
weekend (Saturday, October 17 and Sunday, October 18). 
Surveillance testing for students will continue across Forms through November.

In Case You Missed It...

Sunday, October 11 - IV Form Welcome Chapel 
Wednesday, October 14 - III Form Election Speeches 

Wednesday, October 14 - Casa Latina Chapel 
Wednesday, October 14 - School Meeting

Helpful Links

It All Begins in the Classroom

Mr. Kemer and his AS Chemistry students use "an electrolysis-based experiment to
indirectly measure the charge on an electron," explains the Kem-Dawg, as students
sometimes call him. "This served as an independent confirmation of the famous Millikan oil
drop experiment result, which was based on distinctly different physical principles. Our
'local' challenge was to make the lab simultaneously available to Tracy Yuan ’22, who is
studying at home in China this semester."

2020-2021 School Year Info & FAQs

Upcoming Lyceum Events
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Mr. Hammond introduces Newton's Universal Law of Gravitation and Coulomb's Law to his
AS Physics students. "Students were working through their first calculations using these
laws in full, three-dimensional vector form," explains Mr. Hammond. "A very theory-oriented
class. We followed this up in the next class by building a computational model of a planet
orbiting a star. The experimental portion of the lesson should be viewing Jupiter's moons
on Saturday night, but the forecast looks cloudy."
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Intro Bio students discuss population ecology with Mr. O'Connell.

US History students
begin to explore the
"vital skill of primary
source analysis," says
teacher Mr. Edmonds
(who is holding his
phone because he is
Zooming with a class
member who is learning
remotely this semester).
The class read a letter
written in the 1600s by
an indentured servant in

colonial Virginia to his parents in England, and considered the letter's historical context,
intended audience, and possible goals of its author. "The author begs his parents to bring
him home—or at the very least, send him lots of meat, butter, and cheese," explains Mr.
Edmonds. "As we talked over the source, students began to recognize that while it told us
a lot about living conditions for indentured servants at the time, perhaps we shouldn't take
all of its contents at face value. One student even acknowledged that the letter-writer
sought to manipulate his parents' emotions—not unlike the way they might write home
from summer camp, or in their early days away at boarding school! Ultimately, the ability to
process information critically is much more important than their ability to remember names
from the 1600s. If they have forgotten the name of this letter's author at the end of the year,
I won't care. But if they haven't learned how to analyze a source, I will have failed them.
This skill, once they master it, will serve them well as citizens in a complex and often
contentious society."
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Sra. Ramirez's Spanish 1 students discuss a short story in Spanish in order to learn
present tense verbs and "school" vocabulary (classes, schedules, supplies, transportation,
etc). 

Meanwhile, Elsewhere on Campus...



III Formers gathered (distanced and masked, of course) in Engelhard Hall on Wednesday
morning to listen to classmate candidates give election speeches for various school
leadership positions. You can watch all student speeches here. "These students shared
their individual and collective vision for the future of St. Andrew's," said III Form Dean Chris
Sanchez. "Their peers listened with grace and will make informed decisions about who
they believe will best represent their class in the following areas of school life: Form
Council, Honor Committee, Discipline Committee, and Student Diversity Committee. This
annual tradition is an opportunity for the class to individually and collectively communicate,
advocate, and reflect on who they are and what they stand for." 

Students have been rehearsing the fall play in Engelhard in recent weeks, and will be
recording this weekend! The production, Dracula!, is a radio play by Philip Grecian based
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on the novel by Bram Stoker. The play will air over Halloween weekend. Learn more about
this innovative production by following @forbestheater on Instagram!

SWAG (St. Andrew's Weekend Activity Group) has organized an outdoor weekend
volleyball league—not unlike the extremely popular St. Andrew's Indoor Soccer League
(SAISL) that draws large crowds in the Old Gym during winter months in a normal school
year—and so far it is a hit! And yes, Nina Zimmerman ’21 sang the National Anthem to
start the season. 

https://standrews-de.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d872d7687e17ae85d2921341&id=584bc23dc9&e=eb7d14a97b


Girls cross-country runners broke into teams of four and tackled a scavenger hunt during
practice one day last week. In under thirty minutes, they were required to run around
campus and take photos of themselves with as many objects or people as possible from a
list provided by Coach Carroll, including (for example): a photo with a faculty pet, a photo
with a security guard, a photo on a hay bale, a photo of runners cheering on other athletes,
etc.

Welcome to the first annual III Form Firepit Night! The Class of 2024 gathered by cohort
for s'mores and bonfires across campus last Saturday.



It turns out that pumpkin carving is the perfect activity for physical distancing while
awaiting the results of one's arrival test!



An intrepid group of III Formers helped Mr. Gilheany (and his dog) decorate (and
reinforce) a Sukkah on the Front Lawn over the weekend. 

Caroline Forde ’22 and Zhenia Khalabadzhakh ’22 enjoy Starbucks on a walk with their
advisor Ms. Honsel (who snapped the photo). This was Zhenia's first-ever Starbucks drink!



We Leave You With This...

Facilities Team member Mike Rivera snapped this pic of a rainbow over the soccer fields
after an October rainshower.
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